
GO^RNMENT OF INDIA 

BUREAU OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 


QUETTA EARTHQUAKE 

1935 



Gollection of. infl^i^ation made 
ava,ilable to the press in the 
form of communiques, state- 
ments ahd reports res^arding the 
situation .and of the measures 
taken m connection with Relief, 
Supplies, Evacuation and Salvag^e. 


SIMLA 

GO’VERNMENT -OF INDIA PRESS 
1935 




QUETTA EARTHQUAKE— 1935. 


MEMORANDUH. 


This publication contains information made available from time to time 
to the Press in India and abroad in the form of communiques, statements and 
1 ‘eports I'egarding the situation at Quetta, and the measures taken in connection 
with relief, supplies, evacuation, and salvage. Extracts from the Press in 
India (both English-printed and Vernacular) and from the British Press in 
regard to the measures taken by the Authorities to deal with the situation are 
also reproduced. 


As soon as possible after the disaster occurred,’ the Director of Public 
Information with the Government of India proceeded to Quetta (which he 
reached on the 3rd June) for the purpose of arranging for the provision of 
facilities for Press Coirespondents there, and of ensuring that the fullest 
possible information regarding the situation was made available to the Public. 

The Bureau of Public Information at Simla was supplied from hour to 
hour, by the Departments of Government concerned, with detailed information 
regarding the situation at Quetta and of the measures taken to provide medical 
relief and supplies and this was at once communicated to the Eepresentatives of 
all sections of the Press. 


The following Newspapers and Agencies were represented at Quetta : — 


English-prmted Papers : 

The Times (London). 

The Statesman (CaleuttajNew Delhi) . 
The Times of India (Bombay). 

The Civil & Militaxy Gaaette (Lahore). 
The Tribune (Lahore). 

The Bombay Chronicle (Bombay). 
The Hindustan Times (Delhi). 

The S&nd Observer (Karachi). 

The Ehndu (Madras). 

The Eastern Times (Lahore). 

The National Call (Delhi). 


Vernacular Papers : 

{Urdu). 

The Khilafat (Bombay) . 

The Haqiqat (Lucknow). 

The Watan (Delhi) . 

Thai MiUat (Delhi). 

The Bozana Hind (Calcutta). 

{Hindi). 

The Vishvamitra (Calcutta). 
{Bengalee) . 

The Anand Bazsu: Patrika (Calcutta). 


News Agencies : 

B enters. 

Associated Press of India. 
United Press of India. 


The Press Representatives at Quetta were invited to attend the daily con- 
ferences held hy the General Officer Conunanding-in-Chief. 

"With the co-operation of the local anthorities, the Director of Public 
Information arranged for the preparation and publication in the Press of 
approximately 6,000 Indian casualties. 

It is hardly necessary to point out that the variation from time to time 
:Of the estimates of casualties was due to the magnitude of the disaster and the 
consequent impossibility of assessing with accuracy, in the early stages, the 
numbers of killed and wounded. In certain particulars there are also discre- 
pancies of minor importance in the Situation Reports telegraphed to the Secre- 
tary of State which were compiled from telegrams received from the anthorities 
at Quetta. Some variation in the daily reports of the extent of damage, etc., 
was inevitable in the stress of the situation and in view of the enormous pressure 
on the restricted telegraphic fadlities. 


Bureau of Public Information, 
(loymminent of India. 

Simla, J^th August, 1935. 
U5DPI 
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QUETTA EARTHQUAKE. 


Situation Reports telegraphed to the Secretary of State by the Government of 

India and issued to the Press. 


2nd Jwne 1935. 


(а) Material damage . — 

(1) Quetta City. The whole of city has been destroyed and is being 

sealed under Military Guard from today by Medical advi^. Esti- 
mated twenty thousand corpses remain buried under debris and no 
hope rescue any more living. Corpses extracted and buried num- 
ber several thousands. Exact figures unobtainable. There are 
about ten thousand Indian survivors including four thousand in- 
jured. 

(2) Civil Area. All houses have been razed to ground except Govern- 

ment House which is partially standing in ruins. Church and 
Club are both ia ruins also Murree Brewery, 

(3) Cantontnent Area. One quarter destroyed, remaining three quarters 

slightly damaged but i^abitable. Most damage in R. A. F, area 
where barracks have been destroyed and only *6 out of 27 machines 
serviceable. 

(4) Railway Area. Destroyed. 

(5) Hanna Road and Staff College area undamaged, 

(6) Surrounding villages destroyed with it is feared very heavy casualties 

but number are not yet ascertainable. Military parties are being 
sent out to investigate and render help. 

(7) Outlying Districts, As already reported Kalat and Mastung are 

reported razed to ground with very heavy casualties. All villages 
between Quetta and Kalat also reported to be destroyed. Loralai 
and Chaman are known to be safe and no information has been re- 
ceived of any damage at Fort Sandeman which appears also to 
have been outside orbit of earthquake. Messages received from 
Kandahar show that that area has escaped entirely. 

(б) Relief Work and Supply. — ^Whole control of supply has been assumed 
by Western Command who are rationing Civil population and arrangements are 
being made to send food and collect casualties in villages in district. Indian 
Military Hospital treated three thousand five hundred patients in last 24 hours. 
Cantonment Hospital has treated over one thousand and detained two hundred 
for further treatment. Refugee camps have been established on race course. 
Fourteen Medical Officers and six nurses together with large quantity of medical 
stores have been despatched by aeroplane from various stations in India, 
Viceroy’s aeroplane being sent by His Excellency for this purpose. Specaal 
trains containing medical personnel and stores have also been sent from Elarachi 
and Lahore. 

(c) Communications. — ^Rail and Road Communications with Qiietta are still 
intact and Chief Commissioner, Railway has gone there to investigate position. 
Telegraphic communication has hitherto been by Military wireless but civil land 
line has now been restored with assistance of Army Signals and large accumula- 
tion of private telegrams was despatched from Quetta on 2nd June remainder 
being sent by aeroplane. 

(d) Administration. — Situation reported well in hand, but owiu^ to the 
fact that nearly all the subordinate civil officers and police have been killed, the 
A. G. G., has asked the Military authorities for assistance in carrying on the 
administration and such powers as are necessary will be provided by emergency 
legislation. Both the Punjab Government and the N.-W, F, P. are sending at 
the request of the A. G. G. special police with officers to assist pending reorgani- 
zation of the Baluchistan Police Force. 


* It was subsequently reported that only 3 machines were, found to he serviceable. 



Punjab and Sind refugees are being ovaouated from today in six trains 
leaving from 11 a.m:. onwards. This evacuation will continue as long as no 
epidemic disease breaks out. The Punjab and Sind authorities have been re- 
quested in consultation with Eailw’ay authorities to arrange food for destitute 
refugees after Jacobabad. 

In order to prevent influx of persons for wkom no accommodation or sup- 
plies are available, tickets are not being issued for Quetta, and travellers will 
not be permitted to proceed beyond Eobri except with special pennission. The 
public are requested to co-operate in making these orders effective. 

Daily situation reports will be issued containing further infonnation regard- 
ing casualties as obtained. It is hoped that particulars already published re- 
garding British Casualties are inclusive. 


3rd June 1935. 


No. 2. 


(a) Material Damage . — There were i*enew’ed shocks at intervals through- 
out yesterday, but no further serious damage or casualties reported. 

(1) Quetta City. Total dead estimated at 26,000 out of estimated popula- 
tion before earthquake of 40,000. Estimated not less than 20,000 
corpses remain buried under debris. Bodies of about 0,0(K) Indians 
have been recovered and either buried or burned. 


(2) Cantonment Area. Eeports now eoniirm tlni.t 11. A. 3^’. lines and one- 
qnarter of military cantonment destroyed, ])nt Staff (kdlcge area 
undamaged. Dairy Building is damaged 1)iil standing. 


(3) Outlying Districts. Chaman, Loralai and Fort J^iandeman are un- 
affected. Estimated 70 per cent, of population in some outlying 
■^llages either dead or injured. Villagers between and hiehiding 
Mastung and Beleli reported completely destroyed. 

{h) Relief work and supply . — The numbers now' being fed, including troons 
approximately, British 6,000, Indians 30,000. Food situation satisfacto^^. 
Miik supphes available for children. Supplies of tinned milk, tinned meal meat 
gssgucgSj .P6risli<iblG ^xxd brandy, dist^/ibulGd. Siipplit-s of food uiid modi- 

cal supplies to outlying villages commenced yesterday. Indian Military Hospital 
treated about 4,000 w^punded. About 10,000 evacuated to rest camp on E.ae.e 
Course. 11,000 doses ot anti-tentanie serum, and large stij^plies of cludera vaccine 
sent Quetta yesterday by air and train. Supplies of medical stores, sueli as flan- 
nel bandages, splints, iodine, creosol and every description of medical com- 
torts have been and are being despatched. Arrangements made 1o send 300 
mechcal students oO nursing sepoys, also general hospital pei-sonnel. Eoyal 
Army Service Corps personnel for supply work also despatched. Electnc 
^ht and power station woiking on restricted load. General Ironside, Quarter- 
Master-General, leaves for Quetta today. 

(c) Admiimtration . — ^Ahout 3,500 persons evacuated, from Quetta and 
OTxrotmding districts, yesterday. Food provided at railw’av stations. The- 
behaviour of popiiiatioii under heart-rending conditions is excellent, and people 
Me co-operating whole-heartedly with local authorities. It is hoped thaUhere 
SpeS urgent response to the Viceroy’s Earttiquake Belief 


No. 3. 


Mh June 1935. 

.{a) Material damage.— There were further sho<*s at intervals yesterday, 

but mostly shght. No new damage or casualties reported. Situation no worse 
and work proceeding according to plan. no worse 

Cos«,^^t65. — Cases in Hospital at Quetta— British men 79 Women 73 
^^Hst is being made to obtain cranpW 

portS:,r#g^rdJng the ^pn#tioji.and pro^jess.of the lattek ^ ^ ^ 

PubHshing 1^^^ easu^ties is enormons. Identifica- 

to flieinsdvM are at praaent only ap- 
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Names of Indian casualties among subordinate personnel of Emlway and 
other Departments will however be made available by Ideal authorities as soon 
as" ascertained. 

Estimate given in situation report of 3rd June, of 26,000 Indian dead for 
Quetta City stands. But figure cannot be confiimed unless and until it is pos- 
sible to calculate number of survivors, a task which naiay prove very difl&cuit as 
large number are presumed to have fled to surrounding districts when earth- 
quake occurred. 

(c) Relief atid supply . — ^Local authorities at Quetta report supply situation 
now satisfactory in the circumstances. Food and medical supplies continue to 
be despatched by rail and air. With tlie continued assistance of the R. A. F. 21 
aircraft employed yesterday in tiansport of medical and nursing personnel, 
medical stores and tinned milk. Regular air freight service commences today. 

Organisation set up to provide medical relief to surrounding villages. One 
week’s supplies sent to all near villages. 

{d) Administrafiom ,. — ^Evacuation of inhabitants proceeding, including many 
who are only slightly injured. When trains leave Quetta arrangements are made 
for supply of food on the journey. Arrangements in hand for evacuation of 
British families and for embarkation of those desiring passage. 

Labour corps of 600 formed locally, and another battalion being collected 
and equipped at Jullundur for salvage work. 

Organised salvage of valuables and stores begins today. Idttle hope of 
survivors under debris, but working parties will spare no efforts in their search. 
Precautions being taken to safeguard working parties from contact with disease. 
Information Bureaii opened on race course to help refugees and to institute 
enquiries into identity of survivors and injured. 

Following communique issued to Press last night : — 

Begins. Owing to continued prevalence of earth tremors, the necessity 
of harbouring supplies and the heavy demands made on the railway 
transport for the carriage of necessities and the evacuation of 
personnel, the admission of private individuals into the Quetta area 
must unfortunately be prohibited. Until further notice, therefore, 
no private individual wdll be allow'cd to pass beyond Rohri unless 
in possession of a pass. The issue of passes will be restricted to 
those on official duty, and will be obtainable from the Adjutant- 
General in India, Army Headquarters, Simla. Ends. 


5th Jv/ne 1935. 

Ifo. 4. (a) Matericd damage . — ^No further shocks have been reported, and no fresh 

casualties. Situation in Halat and neighbouring districts is still uncertain 
and reliable estimate of casualties cannot yet be given. 

(6) Admi/mstration. — Organisation. of rest camp on race course successfully, 
completed. Work of organised excavation by labour corps in search for' 
possible survivors and for recovery of property commenced yesterday, but 
salvage operations have had to be suspended owing to the appalling stench. 
Inapossible to say when work can be recommenced. Everyone is now out of the 
city, around which a military cordon has been placed. 

Between 4,000 and 5,000 jteople have already been evacuated and arrange- 
ments have been made by the authorities in the Punjab and Sind for their 
reception and care. Camps for refugees and wounded are being established 
where needed. 

(c) Relief and Supply.- -Wifh. arrival of additional doctors, treatment of 
injured being facilitated. Supply situation now reported satisfactory and is 
being eased by evacuation of survivors. 

Regular air, freight service to Quetta commenced yesterday. Viceroy’s 
aircraft and R. A. F. machines conveyed medical personnel and stores. 

(d) Earthquahe Relief Fund . — ^Estimate of total sum required for relief 
measures cannot be given at present. But thousands of refugees are absolutely 
destitute. Government is using all its resources to meet their immediate needs, 
but relief of distress and suffering can be facilitated by swift response of pub- 
lic to Viceroy’s Appeal. 


U5DP1 
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No. 6. 


IKo. 7 . 


6th June 1935. 

No further damage reported. 

Administration . — ^Behaviour of whole civil population continues to be 
excellent. Electric light and water supply satisfactory. Milk supply adequate. 
Evacuation of British and Indian survivors continues satisfactorily. All R. 
A. F. families for transfer to England have left Quetta, and some other 
British families are on their way to Karachi. Arrangements are in hand for 
evacuation next week of between 700 and 800 members of British families who 
will be accommodated at Karachi pending provision of passage. 

Bureau established at Quetta for registration of claims for property lost 
ill earthquake. Salvage work in accordance with these claims is being carried 
out to maximum extent commensurate with safety and public health. 

Railway traffic for private, individuals now opened as far as Jaeobabad, 
but no private individual will be allowed beyond that point without u puss fi-om 
the Adjutant-General in India. 

Casualties, (a) General . — Report appearing in Press of total death roll 
of 56,000 killed in Quetta and surrounding districts cannot be confirmed, dum- 
ber killed in suvi’oimding villages reported to be heavy, Jmt reliable estimate 
impossible at present. Authorities are investigating. 

(b) British . — No report of new or additional casualties rec-eived. 

(c) Indian . — ^Authorities doing- all possible to ascertain names of Indian 
casualties. Furllier list has been despatched from Quetta bj- air, and will he 
published as soon as received. Enormous pressure on limited telegraph facili- 
ties makes transmission of lists by wire impossible. 

In addition to 3,250 cases in hospital at Quetta many wounded attending 
intermittently for treatment. Medical aid is also available at vofugoo eaniij. 

It is hoped that it will be possible to commence evacuation of ho.spitnl cases 
shortly. Governments of Bombay, United Provinces, Punjab and Norlii-NVesl 
Frontier are preparing hospital accommodation. Patients discharged from 
hospital are rejoining families on race course refugee camp, before evacuation. 

Care of refugees . — Government authorities in Punjab and Sind arranging 
to establish -organisation at Rohri to provide food and medical comforts and 
money for Immediate expenses to refugees from Quetta. Lists of refugees 
passing through Rohri will be compiled and issued to Press. All Deputy Com- 
missioners have been instructed to provide food and accommodation for refugees 
arriving in their districts. 


7th June 1935. 

Range of eai-thquake estimated at 130 miles long and 20 miles broad. In 
addition to the towns of Kalat and Mastung, at least- 100 villages In (Juetta sub- 
division and Kalat State have been totally destroyed. Survey of villages not 
yet complete, but present estimate of number killed is between 12,000 and 15,000. 
Total death roll including Quetta is therefore probably in excess of 40,000. 
Number of destitute refugees is estimated at not less than 15,000. 

Supplies of food and medical comforts at Quetta are now adequate. 
Evacuation of British and Indian survivors continue with all possible speed. 
"Vickers- Victoria Troop Carrier leaves Lahore for Quetta today to assist in 
transport (>f survivors to Karachi. 


Sth Jime 1935. 

News of subscriptions to Relief Fund by Their Majesties and Members of 
Royal Family and of efforts of Ijord Mayor of London has been received with 
gratitude throughout India. Grants by His Majesty’s Governments in United 
Kingdom and Commonwealth of Austria have also given great satisfaction. 

. Though, si^acriptions to Fund are being given with '^eatest liberality both 
m India and England, large . sums are needed at once. Governor-General in 
Cbuncil has tJ^Tofpre -sanetioned grant, of Rs. 10 lakhs to supplement Fund 
.ahd to ensure that adequate ftnsds are available for immediate relief of all 
sufferers wherever . they -may be. = 
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Governor General in Council has also decided to appoint Earthquake Com- 
missioner to co-ordinate measures of relief and to advise him on many mis- 
cellaneous problems that -will arise in connection with Earthquake. 

Following is siinaation report based on official messages received upto mid- 
day 8th June. 

Begins. Evacuation proceeding smoothly. No effort being spared for 
comfort and convenience of all sui'vivors in transit. Food, water, and ice pro- 
vided at all slatioiis. S. SI. Karanja chartered by Government of India for 
evacuation to England from Karachi of approximately seven hundred members 
of BritisJi families. Some families have already left for England. 

Two Ambulance trains left Lahore for Quetta yesterday^ and evacuation of 
wounded wiU commence as soon as possible after their arrival. AH wounded 
will be transferred from Quetta as qmckly as possible and present coiigestion 
in hospitals will thereby be relieved. 

Medical and sanitary arrangements are well organised and working satis- 
factorily. Field Ambulance Sections operating in Mastung area. Villages in 
earthquake area patrolled daily and provided with food and medical attention. 
Ends. 

Commander-in-Chief has sent following telegram to General Karslako at 
Quetta ; — 

Begins. 1 am directed to convey to you personally, and through vou to all 
officers and men of llie Army and Air Force, and especially to Medical Officers, 
Nurses and voluntary helpers in Quetta, the thanks of the Government of 
India for the splendid way in which they have responded, imder your admirable 
direction, to the tremendous strain placed upon them by the catastrophic earth- 
quake in Quetta. 

The Government of India indude in their thanks all those, Civil, Military, 
Eailway and Air I’orce, who have worked so hard in India to supply you with 
the many things you required at short notice. Ends. 


9th Jv/ne 1935. 

Ko. 8. Situation satisfactory. — ^Nothing further to report. Until further notice 

propose to telegraph sittiation report on alternate days commeiicing tomorrow. 


10th Jv/ne 1935. 

Hi). 9. It is anticipated that Headquarters, Western Command, wiU be transfer- 

red from Quetta to Karachi before the end of June, and that General Sir Ivor 
Vesey, the new G. 0. C.-in-C., will assume command there on his arrival from 
England. . Headquarters, Baluchistan District will however, remain in Quetta 
under the command of General Karslake. 

Estimated that about 20,000' survivors have been evacuated by special 
trains since 1st June. The majority of these survivors belong to Punjab and 
Sind. Delicate children have been evacuated by air to avoid risks of Jieat in 
Sind Desert. 

Six-hundred and thirty-six patients have now been evacuated by ambu- 
lance trains. Approjidinately 100 cases have still to be transferred. 

Latest reliable figures of casualties in Kalat State are 2,900 killed and 
5,000 injured out of population of 10,000 in stricken area. 

Governor-General in Council has decided to depute immediately to Quetta, 
Lt.-Col. Russell, J.hl.S., Public Health Commissioner with Government of Tnflia, 
to investigate in consultation with local Medical and Public Health authorities, 
health situation at Quetta, and to submit report thereon, with special references 
to question as to when it would be possible and hygienicafiy safe to start salvage 
operations. 

Mr. B. M. Staig, I.C.S., Financial Adviser, Military Finance has been 
appointed Earthquake Commissioner. 

Orders have been issued to aU Post Offices in India and Burma directing 
them' to deliver, without taxing,, all unregistered articles posted at Quetta, 
Mastung and Kalat (all places in Baluchistan which have suffered from the 
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earthquake) if stich articles are either unstamped or understamped. The 
orders apply to inland as well as to foreign articles, whether intended lo be 
conveyed by air or by surface route. British Post Office has been requested not 
to tax letters sent from these offices whether they are conveyed by sea or by air. 
Booking of ordinary telegrams at Quetta was re-opcned on 8th ,Inue. 


12t}i June 1935. 

Ho. 10. General situation is satisfactory. With transfer of wounded (o hospitals 

in India medical situation in Quetta is reaching noimality. Stringent precau- 
tions against outbreak of epidemic diseases are hov'cvor still essential, and 
authorities are tackling energetically the problems of sanitation, which are 
present both in Quetta itself and the surrounding districts. Admiuistratio}i of 
villages around Quetta has improved rapidly from day to dav. Villages have 
been divided into five areas, each under an Extra Assistant Oommi,s.sioner 
responsible for co-ordinating all medical and food supplies. 

In interests of public health City remains closed under guard <jf ^Military 
and Police and no indication can be given at present as to when it will_ be possi- 
ble to recommence salvage operations. As already announced. Public Health 
Commissioiier mth Government of India has gone to Queltji lo coii.sult local 
authorities on ihis question and results of his enquiry will bo piibH.sbod. In 
the meantime Government of India wish to assure those whoso property is 
buried in the ruins that the vigilance of the authorities for protection of private 
property will not he relaxed. 

Clothing and necessaries for European and Indian refugees are being pro- 
vided from the Relief Fund and supplies of clothing have been colleelod and 
sent from Simla and elsewhere. 

Bomber Transport aircraft evacuated 21 people from Quetta to Karachi 
yesterday. Viceregal aircraft took medical stores and clothing from Lahore 
to Quetta. 

Sir Norman Cater, Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan, has 
arrived in Simla to confer with the Government of India on the situati«m. 


14t}i June 1935 . . 

Ho. 11. , Situation satisfactory. Nothing further to report at present. 


lYth June 1935. 

Ho. 12. (Based on official messages up to midnight 16th June.) 

All British wives with children have been evacuated from Quetta except 
those unable to travel. All Indian injured also evacuated except six serious 
cases in Cantonment Hospital. Wire fence round City completed on 13th. 
Loud speakers producing Indian music much appreciated by inhabitants of 
Refugee Camp. Cinema for troops opened yesterday. 

Following are figures as at present known of casulaties in villages Quetta 
sub-division and Kalat State. In both cases area has been divided into circles 
for medical relief. 

Quetta suh-division Sariab circle killed 1,206 injured 641 ; Baleli killed 
108 injured 23 ; Ku<ffilagh killed 8 injured 9 ; Nauhissar killed 77 injured 28 j 
Durrani killed 101 injured 114 ; Kansi killed 1,010 injured 370. Survivors 
including injured in whole area 14,163. 

Kalat State Mastung circle killed 1,736 injured 716. Tiri HUed 710 
injured 275 ; Piringahad kfil'ed 369 injured 234 ; Mangoehar killed 185 injured 
282 ; Kalat town killed 120 injured 50. Others killed 11. Number ,of 
survivors not yet known. Above figures represent ascertained casualties 
are iprobably underestimated. 

About 10,000 refugees have now returned to Punjab including 700 cases 
of Bcanqr injuries and 300 serious cases,. Latter have been accommodated in 
b’C^pitsfis mainly in Lahore. Very heavy burden of relief work has therefore 
(ffi. Punjab 'Goyejranttant Vbo have r^iyed invaluable assistance from 
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Bed Cross and St. John’s Ambulance. Private organisations have arranged 
for feeding and accommodation of refugees and have provided volunteer nurses 
and attendants. 

Dera Ghazi Khan will suffer* very heavily as result of disaster as between 
6,000 and 7,000 Derawals lost their lives in Quetta. KeKef on a large scale 
will be required there. 

Contribution of Rs. 1 lakh made by Government of Punjab to Belief Fund 
has been distributed to local officials in the Province for e 2 q)euditare on 
immediate relief. 

Sir Norman Cater, A. G. G., Baluchistan has returned to Quetta from Simla. 

Headquarters, Western Command -v^ll be established at Karachi on 18th 
June. Headquarters, Baluchistan District will remain at Quetta. 

As administration and relief work is proceeding smoothly no further 
reports will be issued unless special events occur. 


General summary of the situation tele^aphed to the Secretary of State by the 
Government of India on 21st June 1935. 

No. 13. Thirty thousand people perished in Earthquake which occurred at 3 a.m:. 

on 31st May. About twenty thousand lie buried in ruins of their homes in city 
itself and remainder were killed by havoc wrought in the surrounding districts. 
City, Civil area and Railway area were totally destroyed, while in Cantonment 
area Royal Air Force Barracks collapsed and all remaining buildings were 
either destroyed or rendered unhabitable. 

Zone of earthquake was about one hundred and thirty miles long and 
fifteen to twenty miles broad, and within that area, in addition to Quetta 
itself, towms such as Mastung and Kalat, and many villages, suffered com- 
plete or partial destruction within fortyfive seconds of first shock. 

To fact that Quetta is military garrison and that troops escaped with 
comparatively few casualties, hundreds of survivors owe their lives. Without 
resources at disposal of military authorities, which were mobilized with a 
rapidity and thoroughness which is the admiration of all, there is no doubt that 
starvation would have faced refugees and hundreds would have succumbed to 
their injuries. Practically entire police force in Quetta was -mped out jmd 
heavy casualties among civil officials and subordinates made it imperative 
for General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Command, Quetta, to 
assume complete control of situation. Within twenty minutes of disaster 
General Karlslake, in collaboration with Sir Norman Cater, Agent to the 
Governor-General in Baluchistan, had decided upon his plan and had given 
orders to his officers, and within fortyfive minutes British and Indian 
soldiers were engaged, while it was still dark, in rescue work and in excavating 
the dead from the debris in Civil Lines and in City. To aid to difficulties and 
dangers of situation, fires broke out in various parts of city, but were soon 
brought under control. 

The telegraph lines were broken, but communication with Government of 
India at Simla was established by military wireless, and within few hours 
doctors and nurses, medical stores and supplies, were on their way to Quetta 
by special trains and aircraft from various stations in Punjab and Sind. 
Fortunately railway was not badly damaged, and work of rescue and sub- 
sequent evacuation was greatly^ facilitated. 

General Karlslake ’s headquarters were established on lawn of Club, 
and dressing stations were functioning long before break of dawn. Shortly 
after daybreak, Royal Signals had established telephone lines to hospitals, 
Supply Depot, and other important centres, and arrangements had been made 
for reception of - casualties and for feeding of refugees. AU military units 
engaged in operations were linked up by wireless telegraphy, thus ensuring 
co-ordination of effort and instant compliance with orders. 

By 8 A.M., whole devastated area had been divided systematically into areas 
for relief work, and injured were taken from dressing stations to hospitals. 
Within first twentyfour hours nearly five thousand injured were treated by 
T-nd i au Military and Cantonment hospitals. 

LSlDPt 
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Refugee eamps were established ou Quetta Race Course, where about teu 
thousand survivors were shepherded by troops and were fed and accom- 
modated in tents supplied by A.rmy authorities. 

Meanwhile working parties were engaged at points outside city disposing 
of thousands of dead by burial or by burning ; and eye-witiicsses of horvoi* of 
scene bear testimony to reverence and care with which task was undertaken. 

As if to drive both rescued and rescuers to breaking point, earthquake 
shocks continued at intervals throughout the day. But of panic there was no 
sign. 

Work of rescue and burial of dead in Quetta continued unceasingly until 
■late in afternoon of second June, when military authorities, having satisfied 
themselves that there was no hope of rescuing any more people alive, closed 
city on imperative rocominendation of medical authorilios. At that time risk 
of outbreak of epidemic disease was very grave indeed and fact that Quetta 
has escaped such a calamity is a tribute to their wisdom and I'orosiglit. 

Preliminary survey of situation in surrounding villages was undertaken 
by officers of Staff College at Quetta on 31st May and Isi June, and by 2nd 
June medical aid and supplies of food had reached survivors there. 

Special police were sent to Quetta by Punjab and Noi’th-West Frontier 
Q-overnments to assist military authorities, pending reorganization of 
Baluchistan Police Force. 

- On 2nd Jtme, as the result of remarkable staff woi'k on part of railway 
authorities, it was possible to commence systematic evacuation of refugees, 
and six special trains left Quetta for stations in Punjab and Sind. Punjab 
and Sind auhorities, in consultation with railway authorities and wdth hearty 
co-operation of volunteer organizations, did all that was possible to help 
refugees. At every station where trains stopped, willing helpers came forward 
with supplies of food, drink and ice. Meanwhile supxjlies of essential foods 
were being rushed to Quetta, where authorities, up to time that the evacuation 
commenced in earnest, were feeding approximately thirtysix thousand British 
and Indian people. Antitetanic serum, cholera vaccine, bandages, splints, 
iodine and every description of medical comforts -were also despatched by 
train and by air, a work in which the Viceregal aircraft and the Royal Air 
Force played a most valuable part. By 3rd June, three thousand five hundred 
persons had been evacuated from Quetta and surrounding districts. 

Though city had already been closed, the troops, "with help of labour 
corps of six hundred, formed locally, continued work of excavation and certain 
amount of salvage. But work became increasingly difficult, and most 
elaborate precautions had to be taken to safeguard working parties from 
contact with disease. By 4th June conditions became so appalling that 
salvage operations had to be suspended, and military cordon was placed round 
city to prevent any one from entering. 

About five thousand people had by this time been evacuated. Camps for 
refugees and wounded had been established in Punjab and Sind and treatment 
of injured in Quetta and surrounding district had been greatly facilitated by 
prompt reinforcement of medical personnel. In aU, fourteen medical officers, 
sixteen nursing sisters, twelve members of the Indian Medical Department, 
one ^ hundred and ninety nursing orderlies were despatched. Further, two 
Sanitary Sections were hurriedly mobilized and sent to ' Quetta, and three 
sections of a Field Ambulance were rushed from Waziristan to Mastung. 
In addition to full use being made of reserve medical stores in Quetta Depot, 
six tons of medical- supplies were despatched from other centres in 
By 6th June arrangements had been made for evacuation from Quetta of 
between seven and eight hundred members of British families for whom 
authorities in Karachi had estabhshed a rest camp pending their embarkation 
for Dnited,- Kingdom. Arrangements had also been made to establish an 
organization at clearing station of Rohri to give every possible assistance to 
^di^ refugees on their way from Quetta. Every District Officer was 
mstimeted to pro'vdde food, .ami accommodation for refugees arriving within 
his area and was authorised fo disburse money to meet "Seir immediate ex- 
penseA : June: tV01hty~z4hSuSSfid stttviviMTS evacuated by 

speM trams, and ’women and . children were 

evacuate by air to avoid risks Of :4a ^ desert. cSahhcdance 
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trains specially mobilized for purpose bad also evacuated between six and seven 
bimdred patients from hospitals .in Quetta. Arrangements proceeded so 
smoothly and according to plan that by 12th June situation in Quetta was 
considerably relieved. iBapid improvement had also been effected in adminis- 
tration of village, s aroxmd Quetta, which had been divided into five areas, 
each under an Extra Assistant Commissioner, responsible for co-ordinating 
aU medical and food supplies. 

Voluntary helpers worked feverishly at Simla ^d at other centres to 
supply clothing for refugees, and they were provided', from Viceroy ^s Belief 
Fund, with other necessities and comforts. Authorities in Punjab and Sind 
are now shouldering very heavy burden in relation to relief work, a burden 
which is being shared cheerfully and generously by many organizations such 
as Red Cross and St. John Ambulance and by numerous individuals who have 
come forward as volunteer nurses and attendants. In Punjab, about ten 
thousand refugees are being cared for, and a thousand wounded are accom- 
modated mainly in hospitals in Lahore. In Karachi and other towns in Sind 
many hundreds of other refugees are accommodated. Over four hundred 
wounded , are also accommodated in Civil and Dufferin Hospitals in Karachi, 
and another two hundred injured are in other districts. 

With exception of few hospital cases, all British wives and children, and 
all Indian injured have left Quetta. About two thousand permanent Indian 
residents remain, for whom authorities have created new Rest Camp at a safe 
distance from the city, where they are being fed free of cost. 

Government of India, local Governments, and all branches of administra- 
tion have left no stone unturned to alleviate terrible suffering and distress, 
caused by earthquake. Military, Royal Air Force, and Civil officials, not 
only in devastated area itself but in other parts of India, have used all their 
energy to that end. There is much to be done, however, which is beyond 
Government agency to accomplish without whole-hearted and generous 
financial backing of public. At least twenty thousand people will be face lo face 
with destitution during coming months as result of this calamity if their needs 
cannot be met from relief fund inaugurated by His Excellency the Viceroy. 
Their Majesties the King and Queen, and Members of Royal Family, have 
given lead to which people of India have responded nobly, and fund at present 
moment amounts to over nineteen lakhs. But without generous gifts of people 
of the United Kingdom, amount necessary to enable survivors to have fresh 
start in life cannot be realised. Apart from vast current expenditure for 
immediate relief, generous provision will have to be made for hundreds of 
orphans and for those thrown out of employment. Help must also be given to 
thousands of poor people to enable them to re-establish their homes, and to 
those upon whom this great disaster has infficted physical disabilities which 
will make it impossible for them to work again. 
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No. 14. 


No. 15. 


No. 16. 


No. 17. 


No. 18. 


QUETTA EARTHQUAKE. 
Press Commtmiques. 


“ The Queen and I are greatly shocked to hear of the tragic disaster in Telegram dated 
Quetta involving the loss of many valuable lives amongst the European and 
Indian population. Our hearts go out in sympathy to the bereaved, the injured 
and those whose homes and property have been destroyed. Please keep Km|.Emperor, 
informed of any further news. George E. I.”. to His 

Excellency the 
Viceroy. 


“ Please send to the Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan a mes- Telegram dated 
sage expressing the profound regret with which 1 have received the news of the 3lst May 1936, 
terrible earthquake and my heartfelt sympathy with all the sufferers especially 
the relatives of those whose deaths are reported.” Secrrt^ of 

State for India, 


to His 

Excellency the 
Viceroy. 


“ It is ■'vith the niosl: profound regret that T now learn of the severity of the Telegram dated 
earthquake and resultant appalling loss of life and damage to property. In 1st June 1936, 
extending my deepest sympathy to yon and through you to the injured and 
relatives of those who have been killed I wish to assure you that I and my Gov- 
ernment will do all in our power to assist you in any w^ay we can.” 


2nd June 1935. 


Excellency the 
Viceroy, to the 
Hon’hle the 
Agent to the 
Governor-General 
in Baluchistan, 


“ No words of mine are necessary to impress upon the Princes and peojdeH. E. the 
of India the severity of the appalling disaster which has befallen our fellow- Viceroy’s 
countrymen in Quetta and the surrounding Districts. The reports, which have Appeal 
already appeared in the newspapers based on such official information as is at 
present available, will show that the calamitous Earthquake experienced in the 
early hours of last Friday morning has resulted in a loss of tens of thousands » 
of lives — ^both Indian and European. The damage to property cannot be esti- 
mated but we kiioAV lhal Quetta city and the Civil and Eailway areas have been 
raised to the ground. Many surrounding villages are in a similar devastated 
condition, whilst information has been received to the effect that the towns of 
Mastung and Kalat have been practically wiped out. 

At such a time 1 cannot hut feel that all classes of people in this country 
wUl wish to give practical proof of their sympathy for the sufferers, Indian and 
European alike, anfl I have therefore decided to open a Quetta Eariliqnake 
Eelief Fund lor which I now appeal for donations. In making this appeal, I 
shall never forget the splendidly generous response that India made at the time 
of the terrible earthquake in Bihar. I realise full weU the magnificent way in 
which India has recently contributed to Their Majesties’ Silver Jubilee Fund. 

But tills sudden and overwelming catastrophe impels me to appeal once again 
to the generous sympathy of the Indian public, and I am confident that I shall 
not appeal in vain. Her Excellency and I are starting the Fund with a dona- 
tion of Es. 5,000. 


Please send your donation which will he acknowledged individually direct 
to the Private Secretary to the Viceroy, Quetta Earthquake Eelief Pundj 
Viceregal Lodge, Simla”. 


3rd June 1935. 

Owing to the continued prevalence of eai-th tremors, the necessity of harbour- prohibition of 
ing supplies and the heavy demands made on the railway t’’ansport. for the entry into 
carriage of necessities and the evacuation of personnel, the admission of private Qnetta area 
jndividnals into the Quetta area must unfortunately be prohibited. Until further 
notice, therefore, no private individual will be allowed beyond Eohri unless 3 ji““''i’idnals. 
possession of a pass. The issue of passes will he restricted to those on officLal 
duty, and will he obtainable from the Adjutant-General in India, Army Head- 
quarters, Simla. 

L 16 DPI 
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No. 19. 

Piohibitiou of 
entry into 
Quetta area 
of private 
individuals. 

Beesons for 
prohibition. 


How assistance 
can be given. 


4th June 1935. 

The Government of India desire to draw the attention of the pubKo to the 
official announcement already issued pointing out that the entry of private 
individuals into the Quetta Area is prohibited, and that no private individual 
vdll be allowed to proceed beyond Rohri, unless in possession of a pass obtained 
from the Adjutant-General in India, Army Headquarters, Simla. 

The natural anxiety of many persons to proceed to Quetta in order to make 
enquiries about their relations or to render assistance is fiilly appreciated ; but 
tthe public are asked to accept the fact that the restriction of movements to 
Quetta is absohitely essential for the present. The dangers in the earthquake 
area, either by failure of the water supply, interruption of communications, or 
the outbreak of serious epidemics, are by no means at an end ; and until the 
situation becomes much more settled, it is obviously in the interests both of the 
authorities and of tPe public that the number of persons to be dealt with in t^e 
area should be kept as low as possible, instead of being increased. Meanwhile, 
those who Avish to render assistance will probably find the best opportunity of 
doing so by getting inlo touch with the Local Governments of the areas to which 
refugees are being evacuated and helping in the formation and organisation of 
relief depots for their reception. 


No. 20. 
Contradiction 
of Tumours. 


“Sealing” of 
city. 


Oontinnous 
Sesene work. 


Bisk of 
infection. 


Little hope of 
more survivors. 


5th June 1935. 

In view of certain wild and misleading rumours that are being eireniated 
regarding what is liappening in Quetta the Governor General in Council con- 
siders it desirable to make certain points clear beyond all possibility of mis- 
understanding. 

It was stated in an official message received a day or two ago that Quetta 
City had been “ sealed This has been misinterpreted as meaning that all 
relief operations and rescue work had ceased 48 hours after the disa-stor, and 
that no attempt was being made to rescue possible survivors in the debris. This 
interpretation is enlirely untrue. Rescue operations were continuously carried 
on by the troops. But while they were in progress it became essential io prohi- 
bit all unauthorised persons from entering the city. This precaution was neces- 
sary partly bcenuse of the fear of looting, but mainly on medical advice 
in vicAV of the grave clanger of an outbreak of epidemic disease. The risk of 
infection is made clear by the fact that the soldiers engaged on rescue work 
have to be supplied Avith gas masks. The destruction of buildings has been 
so extensive and so much more complete than in the towns of Bihar that there 
is now little hope that there can be any more survwors under the debris, but 
working parties Avill continue to spare no efforts in their search. 


The earlier relief AA’ork was carried on by the regular troops to discover 
possible survivors. But the operations have now reached a further stage and 
Intensive salvage more intensive salvage work directed both to rescue work and to saWage of 
and rescue work, property is noAA' being canied out by organised salvage corps, Avhicb will be 
supplemented, as soon a.s possible, by corps organised in other areas and des- 
Temporary patted to Quetta. Tins stage of organised salvage commenced yesterday, the 
suspension of 4th of June, but had to be suspended later in the day in the interests of all 
salvage oAving to the appalling stench and grave risk of infection ; all troops have conse- 

operations. quently been for the present vrithdrawn from the city with the exception of a 
cordon surrounding it. It is impossible to say when such salvage operations 
can be recommenced. 


False ^tements 2. The second rumour which the Government of India consider it desirable 
regarding t^Q contradict in the most emphatic manner is that it is under contemplation 

an d either to blow up by explosives or to set fire to the debris of the city. Even if 

the City. stich operation Avere not entirely out of question for reasons of humanity, 

it would be entirely impracticable as there is no explosive that could possibly 
dispose of the vast accumulation of debris over an area of several thousand 
acres, and the great mass of naaso.nry can obviously not be destroyed by fire. 
In Bibar, the use of explosives wels necessary to destroy the tottering, but still 
stan^ng, buildings, Airith a view to prevent further damage to lives or property. 
But in Quetta, the destruction of buildings has been far more complete, and 
practically none of Giem are now standing. 


.^Froliitd^B of 

xeasow 

■ ' ■- 


• 3. Ah official announcement has already issued pointing that the entry of 
private iudmdnals into the Quetta area is prohibited, except to persona in 
bf a obtained from the Adjutant General in India. This deoi- 
by the GoVehnew General in Council in view of the con- 
sideratibhs stated below^ lie fbRy ree^^ise® the natural anriety of many 
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persons to proceed to Quetta to make enquiries about tbeir relations and also 
appreciates .the many offers made by associations or individuals to render 
assistance. The restriction of movements to Quetta is absolutely essential 
owing to : — 

(o) the grave risk of failure of the water supply ; 

(&) the risk of interruption of communications, particularly of the 
tunnels on the railway line being blocked by fresh earthquake 
shucks ; 

(c) the danger of the outbreak of serious epidemics, such as cholera, 

which is in the opinion of the medical officers a very grave one ; 

(d) the scarcity of food supplies and the total absence of accommodation. 

The entire surviving population, both civil and military, is now 
living in tents, the local supply of which is for the moment 
exhausted ,• 

(e) the necessity of using all possible forms of transport, v'hether by air 

or isiil, for the carriage'into the affected area of medical and other 
necessities, and for the evacuation of the survivors ; and 

(/) the danger, which is by no m-eans remote, of further shocks, causing 
further loss of human life. 

Until the situation becomes much more settled, it is obviously in the public 
interest.s that the number of persons to be dealt with in the area should be kept 
as low as possible, instead of being increased, 

4. The difficulties of publishing lists of Indian casualties are enormous and Indian 
it will take time to surmount them. Identification is often impossible as 

most cases entire families and households have perished. Names of Indian 
casualties among suliordinate personnel of Railway and other Departments ^e, ^ 
however, being juiblished by the local authorities as they become available. In 
regard to the non-official population even though complete lists of those dead^®°^ _ 
cannot for the reasons given above be compiled, efforts are being made to compile ^^TOivivors. 
lists of survivors. But this can at the moment only be' done as and wdien the 
survivors are evacutiled. In this task, the G-ovemment authorities in Sind and 
the Punjab are assisting. 

5. I’Uc Governor General in Council earnestly hopes that the Press will Appeal for 
co-operate in allaying panic by refraining from giving currency to urauthenti-p°'°®®™*““ 
cated rumours. All possible steps are being taken' to supply to the Press the”®*®’ 
fullest information as it becomes available. 

oth June 1935. 

No. 21. Railway traffic for private individuals has now been opened as far as Eestriction of 
Jacobabad. 

Jacol)al)ad. 

Until further notice no private individual will be allowed beyond Jacobabad 
unless in possession of a pass. The issue of passes will be restricted to those on 
official duty, and will be obtainable from the Adjutant General in India, Army 
Headquarters, Simla. 


7th June 1935. 

No. 22. In exercise of the powers conferred by section 2 of the Epidemic Diseases Power to 

Act, 1897 (III of 3897) the Governor General in Council, being satisfied that restrict raUway 
Quetta audits neighbourhood are threatened with an outbreak of Nations ia 

diseaise, is pleased to direct that all railway a dm i ni strations in India shall place BaiiacluBtan. 
such restrictions on the issue of tickets to any railway station in Baluchistan as 
arc for the time being considered necessary by_ the military or civil authority 
for the time being in charge of the administration of Baluchistan. 

7th June 1935. 

No. 23. The restriction on railway movements of private individuals into Balu- Modification 
cHstan will be further reduced on June 8th. Ibrom that date the only restric- of travel 
tion will be. to Quetta, where no private individual will be admitted unless I'nrestrictioiis, 
possession of a pass. The issue of passes to Quetta is still restricted to those on 
official duty. Passengers for Chaman must move ma Hamai. Passengers for 
stations between Sibi and Quetta will book to Sibi, where their cases will be 
enquired into. If genuine, they will be allowed to re-book to their destination. 
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No. 24. 
Money orders. 
Ko commission 
on remittances 
to Kelief Fund. 


No. 25, 
Ample medical 
and other 
assistance 
available at 
Quetta. 

No. 26. 

Measures for 
protection and 
ultimate 
salvage of 
property. 


Visit to 
Quetta of 
property 
owners. 

Prevention of 
looting. 


Salvage 

already 

undertaken. 


Precautions 
to guard 
property in 
city. 


Barbed wire 
fence and patrols. 


Visit of 
Public Health 
Gommissioner. 


Visit of 
property 
owners — 
conditions. 


7th June 1935. 

The GovevnraeHt of India have decided that with immediate effect no 
money order commission shall be charged on remittances by money orders pay- 
able to the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy for the Viceroy’s 
Quetta Earthquake Relief Fund presented at any British Indian post office 
authorised to issue money orders. All such money orders should bear the words 
“ The Viceroy’s Quetta Earthquake Relief Fund ” written prominently across 
the particulars hlled in by the remitter. 

P'fh June 1935. 

The Commissioner in Sind reports that relief parties, doctors and nurses 
are still arriving at Rohri. The Government of India wish it to be known that 
ample medical and other assistance is already available — it will not bo jjossible 
to allow further parties to proceed. 

14th June 1935. 

In view of the natural anxiety which is being felt by pr'operty owiiers in 
Quetta City as to the safety of property which lies buried under the ruins and 
to allay the apprehensions that the measures taken to safeguard private pro- 
perty arc inadequate, the Government of India wish to make clear the steps 
already taken to secure this object and to indicate, so far as is possible at 
present, the steps that will be taken to secure the ultimate restoration of pro- 
perty to its rightful owners. Though it is not possible to remove the general 
ban on entry into (juetta the evacuation of the majority of the survivors has 
eased the situation and the Government of India are now prepared to allow a 
limited number of property owners to visit Quetta to see for themselves the 
conditions prevailing there and the arrangements made for protection of pro- 
perty. 

2. As soon as the earthquake occurred elaborate precautions were taken to 
prevent looting and the entry of unauthorised persons into the city. The troops 
formed a cordon round the city to make it impossible for any person to enter 
unnoticed while cavalry patrolled the outskirts. 

3. As long as salvage was possible the operations were conducted by the 
troops. Ri‘i)resentalive of each shop salvaged was given a pass to enter the 
city and was accompanied by a working party under an officer with transTjort to 
remove the goods. In c.ases in which property was recovered when +he owner 
was not present the ])roperty has been kept in safe custody by the authorities at 
Quetta. 

4. In view of the decision taken on the imperative recommendation of the 
medical authorities to close the city, elaborate precautions have been taken to 
prevent any unauthorised person entering it. A double spron barbed wire fence 
is being put up round the city and is nearly completed. This fence is guai'ded 
and patrolled by day and night by piquets of about 200 infantry and 200 civilian 
police and will be well lighted by electric light at night. In the case of banks 
a special guard has been provided for their protection. Arrangements have 
also been -made to deal with outbreaks of fire. No one is alloAved to enter the 
city except mescal offictus and patrols under the command of officers and so far 
no attempt has been made by any unauthorised person to enter the city. These 
arrangements will be maintained till the Government of India are satisfied on 
the best medical advice available that entry into the city and excavations of the 
ruins can be resumed without risk of epidemic disease. They have deputed 
their Public Health Commissioner to examine the position in consultation with 
the local medical officers and will be guided by his advice. They also intend to 
ask the Public Health Commissioner to revisit the area at regular intervals 
w'ith a view to ascertain the earliest possible date at which salvage operations 
can be reopened. 

5. As stated above, the Government of India are prepared to allow small 
parties of property owners to proceed to Qnetta at their own risk to .see the 
measures that have been taken. They desire that these parties should be such 
as to e^tnmrmd the confidence of all surviving property owners in Quetta and 
consider thiapljjeet can best be secured by granting perndssion to proceed 
to Quetfe to parties of not more than three property owners from those towns 
and ^p^s in the Ihin^b, Sind, N,-W. F. P. and elsewhere to which the property 
, owhei^rpHgiMafi]^’ b<do^^^ ' Thaw in the .Pwjab a depxatation of three property 
owners residing- hi each of thfe town of Anaritsar, Gujranwala, Multan 

arid Dera Ghazi- Khan "will be permitted. wiil be issued ‘as . to 
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other towns and areas from which similar deputations will be allowed. ^1 ApplicatioM 
applications from property owners desirous of taking advantage of this permis- permits, 
sion should be intimated within one month of the publication of this communique 
to the Deputy Commissioner of the district in which they are residing, wLo^ will 
forward them to the Earthquake Commissioner, Simla. That Officer will issue 
permits to the three owners selected to form each deputation. 

6. Property owners taking advantage of this permission will not be allowed FadlitiM for 
to enter the city, still less to attempt excavations therein, but will be showji all 

the arrangements made for safegnarding the city by the local authorities, who 
will make arrangements for their accommodation and food for a short stay of 
not more than 48 hours. But it must be understood that the accommodation 
that can be provided will necessarily be of the simplest possible character and 
that conditions in Quetta still involve some risk and discomfort. If any pro- 
perty owner wishes to stay at Quetta for a longer period, he may be allowed to 
do so but must make his own arrangement for accommodation and food. 

7. It is not possible for the G-ovemment of India to state definitely at Salvage- 
present w'hat arrangements will be made for the salvage of buried property Corps 
when the operations are reopened, but it is probable that all salvage operations*® 

will be carried out by organised and disciplined labour battalions recruited by 
Government. For this purpose in addition to the Labour Corps of appioxi- 
mately COO already recruited locally, a Labour Corps of about 1,000 from 
Jullundur will be available for employment on salvage operations in the city 
when these can be safely resumed. 

8. Due notice v ill be given, as far as practicable in all districts to iwnperty Notice of 
owners of the dates on which salvage will begin in a particular quarter or street salvage 

of the city, and the opportunity will thus he afforded to them to be present while *® 

the operations are being carried out. In all eases the operations will be carried “ s ^ 
out in the presence of a responsible civil officer of Government and if the pro- 1 ,. 

perty owner is not pi t sent, the property excavated will be depositee! with the 
civil authorities, all possible steps being taken to see that it is satisfactorily 
identified. 

9. To facilitate this very difficult work of identification and restoration of Registration 
property the Earthquake Commissioner is making arrangements for the regis-o^ claims to 
tration of claims before Deputy Commissioners, Collectors or Politicsl officers. 

Further instructions will shortly be issued on this point and will be widely 
published in all districts in which property owners are residing. Further 
information will also be given regarding the organisation to be set up to deal 

with claims to property. 


14th June 1935. 

No. 27. The following statement is issued by the Government of India : A news- charges at gainH ? 

paper of the 12th June (Hindustan Times) contains a statement* alleged to British troops— 
have been made at Delhi by “ Mr. T. Brookes, an Indian Christian, Superin- Cas® of M*- 
- 'tendent of Military Grass Farm ”, making serious charges against British.^- ®™okes. 
Troops. Enquiries that have been made show that no one of this name is 
employed or has been employed during the last six years, either in the Military 
Grass Farms, the Military Dairies, or the Military Labour Corps. Further 
enquiries are being made to trace the origin of this report. 

*Mr. T. Brookes, an Indian Christian, Superintendent of the Military Grass Farm at 
Quetta reached here to-daj. His wife and two children perished under the debris of 
their house. Mr. Brookes told our representative the pathetic story of how his wife died 
right under liis eyes waving her hands for help while he lay helpless half buried under 
debris, with only his face above it. He said, he could see his wife buried quite close to 
him, witii only her ams out of the debris. He could not move and when day broke 
European soldiers, with spades, reached there. They dug frantically, Mr. Brookes 
further said, not caring whether their blows were falling on the earth or people, dead or 
alive. Several people’s limbs, he continued, were cut on account of the blows given by ' 
the spades. This fact was corroborated by several other refugees in the camp. When the 
soldiers came hear hjm he shouted out that he was alive and was spared. Wlien he was 
dug out of the earth, he requested the soldiers to dig out his still living wife, but, he 
alleged, they turned their back on him and left him, and his wife died before she was taken 
out. 

U6DP1 
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No. 28. 
Letter dated 
17th June 
from H. E. 
the Governor of 
the Punjab^ to 
H. £. the 
Commander-in- 
Chief, expressing 
gratitude of 
Punjab 
Gk)venmient, 


No. 29. 

Denial of story 
of explosion 
of ammunition. 


No. 30. 

Visit to 
Quetta of 
property 
owners — 
further towns 
and districts 
from which 
they may 
proceed. 


No. 31. 
Belief Pend — 
admuiistxation of. 


Oo-operation of 
non-officials. 


Immei^ato teilief 
idvto. . 


17th June 1935. 

“lam -RTiting for myself and at the special request of my Members and 
Ministers, recorded in Executive Council, to express the deep gratitude of the 
Punjab Government for the magnificent vrork that has been done by the Army 
in connection with the Quetta earthquake. As Your Excellency knows, the 
Punjab had many residents in Quetta, and there are few districts m the Pro- 
vince which have not been affected by this terrible calamity. Thousands of 
refugees have returned to their homes in the Punjab, or are under treatment in 
our hospitals. They are full of praise for the splendid work done by General 
Karslake and the officers and men under his command. Their accounts fully 
confirm what one has read from other sources, and we have the greatest admira- 
tion for the manner in which all gave their best. We would like particularly 
to mention the devotion shown by the British and Indian w’omen of Quetta. We 
know that, in expressing our grateful thanks, we are voicing the feelings of the 
people of the Punjab.” 


19th June 1935. 

In order to strengthen an argument for allowing non-official investigators 
to go to Quetta an article in the “ Bombay Chronicle ” of the 14;h June by “ A 
Military C.’orrcspondcnt ” insinuates that the heavy loss of life might to some 
extent be due to the blowing up of ammunition. 

There is not one atom of truth in this insinuation. 

The article further suggests that some explosion may have taken place as a 
result of the earthquake itself, which the authorities are endeavouring to con- 
ceal. Iffie public need have no fears on this account. The earthquake caused 
no explosion and the ammunition at Quetta is absolutely secure. 

22nd June 1935. 


In their press communique of the 14th June regarding the grant of faci- 
lities to parties of selected property owners to proceed to Quetta to enable them 
to see the precautions being taken by Government for the protection of property 
buried in Quetta City on tbe occasion of the earthquake, the Government of 
India mentioned certain districts of the Punjab from which deputations would 
be allowed. It has now been decided that the same facilities will be granted to 
parties of projierty owners proceeding from the town of Shikarpur and the 
following districts in Sind :■ — 

Karachi district, including Karachi City. 

Hyderaliad district, including Hyderabad. 

Snkkur district, including Sukkur but excluding Shikarpur Town. 

Larkana district. 

Nawabshab district. 

Dadu district. 

Upper Sind Frontier district. 


25th June 1935. 

His Excellency the Viceroy has had under consideration certain matters 
relating to his Relief Fund and has arrived at the following dedsions ; — 

2. As regards the general principles of relief. His Excellency will himself 
administer the Fund and to advise him in this connection he has appointed a 
Sub-Commitlee of his Executive Council consisting of the Law, Finance . and 
Commerce Members. The detailed administration of the Fund, including the 
distribution pf relief, will he mainly conducted by the local officers of Govern- 
ment — i.e., district officers and their subordinates. Local relief associations will 
he organised in places where the number of refugees indicates that these are 
necessary. Such associations wiU contain a substantial non-offidal element and 
the officials administering the Fund locally are being directed to consult them 
freely as to the merits of claims for relief. The co-operation of purely non- 
official relief associations is also invited in bringing deserving cases to the 
notice of the local authorities. Arrangements for the accounting and auditing 
of the es^enditure pf the Fund are being made by the Auditor General through 
his provmcuil accounts officers. 

. . .3. The fund has already been devoted to the immediate relief of all 
refugees by, the provision of clothes, medical comforts, railway facilities and 
small, cash, grants to enaj^e. ih^ to reach their hpmes>,:anA:io^ offlemrs will 
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continue to give this relief where necessaiy at their discretion. If further free Tree railway 
passes on the railways are needed, certain local officers are _being empowered Passes, 
to authorise the railway authorities to grant them, the cost being debited to the 
Relief Fund. 

The measures of further relief which will depend on the funds available 
and also on the ultimate decision regarding Quetta itself are being considered 
by His Excellency and a further communique will be issued as soon as a decision Provision for 
is reached. But meanwhile there may be many cases of obvious hardship ip 
which immediate relief is needed, and it has been decided that this relief should ® 

include — 

(a) Temporary subsistence grants. These will be given in cases where 

there is no other means of support, for a period not exceeding 
months in the first instance and are given with the object of afford- 
ing persons thrown out of employment by the earthquake a breatli- 
ing space in which to endeavour to obtain it. 

(b) PajTncnt of school fees and subsistence grants to children rendered 

destitute by the earthquake in eases approved by an authority to 
be designated by the Local Government or Administration ; appli- 
cations for aid from the fund by University students in distress 
owing to the earthquake will also be considered. 

(c) Purchase of medical appliances and comforts. 

JS5th June 1935. 

In parajp'aph 4‘of their Communique of the 14th June in regard to precau- Public wpaitii 
tions taken for the safety of health and property in Quetta City, the Govern- Commissioner’s 
ment of India intimated that they had deputed their Pu'>lic Healtii tlP Tnmlg . report— 
sioner to examine the question of when entry into the city and excavation of v 

the ruins could be resumed without risk of epidemic disease. They have nov 
received Colonel Russell’s report, and are considering it in consultation with 
the local authorities^ at Quetta, "i^en the views of the latter are received, the 
Government of India wiU arrive at decisions on the Public Health Commis- 
sioner’s recommendations. 


26t}i June 1935. 

In their Press Communiques of the 14th and 22nd June 1935, the Govern- Visit to Quetta 
ment of India mentioned certain districts of the Punjab and Sind from which property- 
deputations of selected property-owners would be allowed to proceed to Quetta owners— further 
to enable them to see the precautions being taken by Government for the pro 
tpction of property buried in Quetta City on the occasion of the earthquake. It proceS*^ 
has now been decided that the same facilities will be granted to parties of pro- 
perty-ovmers proceeding from the Delhi Province and the Eohtak district of 
the Punjab. These places will be treated as one area for the purposes of the 
Communique 


NTo. 34. 


28th Jrnie 1935. 

“ On behalf of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department, I write tol’®tteri dated 
express our appreciation of the valuable assistance we ha.e received from the^^*^ Jure, from 
Army authorities in restoring postal and telegraphic communications with 
Quetta. Mr. Bewoor, the Director-General, visited Quetta immediately after for^SLtriaa 
the earthquake and he and his officers have expressed to me the gratitude -they and Labour to 
reel for the courtesy and patience shown by all ranks in the Army to all ranks H.B.theo.-m-a, 
in their Department. In particular, the Indian Signals Corns, under Colonel 
^vyan, freely placed their resources at our disposal, and the assistance 
afforded by the Indian Signals Corps transport, signallers, despatch riders and^S“ ^ 
tatigue parties greatly facihtated the disposal of arrears of work and the authorities, 
restoration of normal traffic conditions. 

I must also acknowledge, with an even deeper feeling of gratitude the 
great kindness shoivn by all ranks of the Army to the injured officials of the 
J department and their families. The blankets, rations and other necessities so 
promptly, methodically and ungrudgingly distributed by the Army authoritios 
did much to reheve the sufferings of the survivors, and the kindly and cheerful 
Ss^^^ distribution had a value of its own which I cannot adequately 

^ On behalf , of the Department I wish to convey to Your Excellencv and 
through you to Major-General Karslake and Colonel Vivyan and all officers 
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No. 35. 

Telegram from 
His Majesty the 
Eing-Emperor, 
to H. £. the 
Viceroy, dated 
27th June 1935. 

Telegram from 
H. E. the 
Viceroy, to His 
Majesty the 
King-Emperor, 
dated 28th June 
1935. 

No. 36. 

H. E. the 
Viceroy’s 
Address to the 
Troops at 
Quetta — 5th 
July 1936. 


No. 37. 
HemarkshyH.E. 
the Commander- 
in-Chief at 
Quetta on 5th 
July at a review 
of Troops by 
See. E. the 
Viceroy. 


No. 38. 

H. E. the 
Viceroy’s 
Address to Ho. \ 
Indian /Wihg of 
the Boyal Air 
rjbroe a* 
Haxachi— 7th 
Jnly. 


and staff under them, sincere thanks for the assistance given and Mndness 
shown. The Department must always be tnrown into close contact tyitli the 
Army in times of great emergency, and I wish to emphasize that in this instance 
the closeness of the liaison has been of the greatest value to the Depart- 
ment.” 


28th June 1935. 

“ From all accounts I have received of the disaster at Quetta I have been 
deeply impressed by the measure taken with such promptiliide and efficiency 
to relieve distress and help sufferers. Please convey to all concerned both men 
and women my heartfelt thanks and admiration for their splendid efforts in 
meeting such an awful tragedy.” 

“lam deeply grateful to Your Majesty for your sympathetic and encourag- 
ing message regarding the relief of distress amongst those wffio have suffered 
in the disaster at Quetta. I will personally convey to those who have taken 
part in the work Your Majesty’s gracious recognition of the splendid way in 
which all concerned have dealt with the organisation of relief.” 

5th July 1935. 

“ General Kar slake, Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the Quetta 

Garrison , — 

I consider it a very real privilege to-day to have this opportunity of pay- 
ing my tribute to you all in my position of Governor-General of India for the 
discipline, courage and devotion to duty you have shown during the past few 
weeks since that night when, with appalling suddenness, the city of Quetta and 
the surrounding areas were OA’-erw’helmed by an earthquake shock which caused 
a loss of life.and destruction of property probably without parallel in the history 
of our country. This is not the time or occasion for me to refer to splendid 
efforts of both men and women to undertake any duty or service for the relief 
of the sufferers and refugees. My purpose to-day is to give a short message 
to every officer and man who is on parade. 

I wish to express, as head of the Government of India, my most deep and 
grateful thanks to you, one and all, for your splendid service at thi.s awful 
crisis. It can truly be said that the Army in India, both British and Indian, has 
once again proved itself worthy of its history'- and tradition. 

I should like to add this one word in conclusion. It is difficult to refer to 
particular individuals when all have done so well. But this morning I think I 
may make special meution of one name, that of your Commanding Officer 
General Karslake, and thank him on behalf of the Government of Tndm for dis- 
plajdng a spirit of leadership which gave confidence to all who worked under 
him and for showing a power of initiative and organisation which diminished 
the dangers of the very much graver consequences which might have resulted 
from this terribly sudden catastrophe.” 

5th July 1935. 

“ Ills Excellency the Viceroy has been so good as to ask me also to speak to 
you to-day. 

It is ray last chance of seeing you before I leave India for good, and I 
welcome the opportunity he gives me. * 

His Excellency has paid yon a very great compliment — one of the greatest 
I have over heard paid to troops on parade. 

I should like to add that I have never known* praise better deserved, and I 
am proud personally to be the Commander-in-Chief of an Army, whose Com- 
mander, whose officers, whose men, and may I say whose ladies,' have stood np 
to and dealt with a situation of unexampled horror and difficulty, as you have 
all done, so devotedly and so successfully.” 

July 1935. 

“ Wing eommander Slessor, Officers and Airmen of No. 3, Indian Wing.— 
I am vury gl^d to have this opportunity to-day of paying mv tribute to vou 

in my position as Governor-General of India, for the way in’ which you faced 
your recent terrible experiences in Quetta. I deplore very deeply the heavy 
casualties suffered by No. 3 Indian Wing of the Royal Air Force, and I 
sympatiiise with you suieerely in the loss of jyour comrades. 
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NotTritJiHtanding the nerve shattering experience in which your branch of 
the- service suft'ered more heavily than any other, the way in which you met 
and (I'srercame the effects of the catastrophe was magnificent. I have been told 
of the rapidity with which you set to work to extricate your comrades from 
the ruins of your quarters, md subsequently to save property from the wreck- 
age. The speed with which you got your damaged aircraft into action agam 
was remarkable and proved of the greatest value. The Government of India 
are truly grateful for the splendid service which the aircraft in Quetta gave in 
reporting the condition of outlying districts immediately after the earthquake, 
in flying emergent requirements to Quetta, and in evacuating casualties. 

Those of you who are married have been parted from your families, because 
unfortunately it is impossible to provide accommodation for them at present. 

As one who during long years of public service has always realised how 
important, how necessary it is to have his wife at his side, I assure you that 
I and my Government are fuUy alive to the situation, and we will do what we 
can to relieve this hardship as soon as it is possible. 

Let me express to you all in conclusion my admiration of the fine spirit 
you have displayed throughout the disaster, and warmly congratulate you on 
maintaining to the full that spirit of courage and initiative which has always 
been a tradition of your service.” 

9th July 1935. 

No. 89. In their Press Communiques of 14th, 22nd and 26th June, the Government to Quetta 
of India mentioned certain districts from which deputations of selected property- 
owners would be allowed to proceed to Quetta to enable them to see the pre- Leas which 
cautions being taken by Government for the protection of property buried in they may 
Quetta City at the time of the earthquake. It has now been decided that the proceed, 
same facilities will be granted to parties of property-owners proceeding from 
(1) Eawalpindi Town, (2) Dera Ismail EZhan, (3) Eohat and Peshawar Districts 
combined, and (4) Hazara. 


10 fh July 1935. 

No 40. ^ communique of the 25th June 1935, the Government of India inti- 

'mated that they had received the report of their PubUc Health Commissioner^^’®, 
(which is being separately published^ regarding inter alia the question of thepLijiic TToaitT. 
salvage operations at Quetta. In their recent visit to Quetta Their Excellencies OommisBiouer’s 
the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief took the opportunity of discussing report, 
the situation fully .with the Ipcal authorities in the light of the Public Health 
Commissioner’s recommendations, and it has further been considered in His 
Excellency’s Council since his return to Simla. 

2. The Goveniment of India find themselves in general agreement with 
Colonel linssell’s conclusions regarding the extent to which it is possible to 
undertake immediate salvage operations. From the outset they have constantly 
had in mind the natural anxiety felt by property-owners regarding the inevit- 
able deterioration of property, should salvage be long delayed. Further, in 
so far as the early inception of salvage operations may mitigate the hardships 
of the earthquake by enabling^ at least some sufferers again to maiutain them- 
selves, it is their earnest desire to secure this object with the least possible 

. delay, consistent with the requirements of public health. They have therefore Preliminary 
decided to authorise the Agent to the Governor-General, Baluchistan, to take 
the steps necessary to give effect to Colonel Bussell’s recommendations. In 
addition to the lines of action suggested by the latter officer they hope ^at it 
may prove practicable to carry out salvage in a certain number of shops and 
houses throughout the city where the damage to the structure is small, where 
access , is fairly easy and where there is reasonable certainty that few, if any, 
bodies are interred. Preliminary work in street clearing' has already begun 
with the labour locally available ; certain motor transport has already been 
secured and arrangements for the housing of the additional labour required are 
being urgently made. 

3. The completion of the preliminary operations outlined above -will pave Plans for 
the way for the inception of a systematic scheme of salvage over the whole of syBt8““*l® 
the enclosed area. The details of such a scheme have been already roughly 
w;orked out. It is perhaps unnecessary to observe that it must take many 
months to complete. The mass of debris to be handled in itself renders this 
inevitable. 


LISDPI 


* See page 39 (No. 68). 
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Beverence for 
the dead and 
protection of 
sacred hooks. 
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No. 41. 
Letter to H. E. 
the Viceroy, 
from H. H. the 
Shan of Kalat 
regardin; the 
earthynahe in 
Ealat. 


Bescne and 
relief vork. 


Treatment of 
injured and 
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Protection of 
property in 
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4. Li connection with salvage operations, anxiety has been felt in some 
quarters regarding the observance of due reverence in the treatment of the dead 
and the protection of holy books. No community need entertain any apprehen- 
sions on this point. AH possible precautions will be taken to ensure that their 
feelings in this matter are fully respected and that work proceeds with the most 
careful regard for considerations of religion and piety. 

5. As soon as p’Ogxess with the preliminary work of street clearance, etc., 
indicates that it will soon be possible to make a start w’ith the restoration of 
property to its owners, a further communique will be issued indicating the con- 
ditions and arrangements under which property-owners will be enabled to 
proceed to Quetta. Meanwhile the precautions taken by Government for the 
protection of property outlined in their communique of 14th June are being 
rigorously maintained. 

11th July 1935. 

I beg leave to write this letter to Your Excellency in order to express 
my deep gratitude t(> you and to Her Excellency for taking so much trouble to 
visit my State in order to acquaint yourselves with the terrible effects of the 
earthquake and with the efforts that have been made to try to meet the situation. 
Your Excellency’s visit to Mastung has done so very much to give consolation 
to me and tliose of my Sardars and my people who have suffered, and to 
encourage us to meet the task before us — a task we can face the more cheerfully 
in the knowledge of your personal interest and sympathy. 

It was the will of God that this disaster should befall us, but it was our 
great good fortune to have in Quetta Sir Norman Cater as Your Excellency’s 
Agent and General Earslake in command of the Military Forces. Immediately 
they heard that K.alat State had suffered in the same way as Quetta they sent 
out relief parties, engineers to clear the roads, doctors and nurses to comfort 
and aid the injured, food for the indigent, tents and comforts to temper the 
severity of our misfortune. I cannot adequately express my gratitude to them 
and their officers for all that they did for ns in the tnidst of their preoccupations 
with the disaster in Quetta. 

.1 have seen with my own eyes the wonderful work which was done in 
Quetta both by the Army and by the Civil Authorities. Everything possible 
was done in the devastated city to succour the injured and to save those who 
were buried alive under the debris ; the survivors who had lost everything were 
given food, clothing, money and shelter, and those who had come from other 
parts of India were enabled by the generosity of the Railway Authorities to 
travel free to their homes ; the arrangements made for the injured both while 
they were in hospital in Quetta, and afterwards when they were in ambulance 
trains on their way to Sind and the Punjab were magnificent ; and I can assure 
Your Excellency both from my own knowledge and from what I have learnt 
from my subjects who were in Quetta at the time of the earthquake that 
everyone concerned with the relief of Quetta performed superhuman tasks. 

Finally I would ask permission to voice my conviction, as an owner of 
property myself and as the Ruler of many others who owned houses in Quetta, 
that the arrangements made for the protection of the property which remains 
buried in Quetta City are beyond all praise ; I am convinced that it was, and 
^ necessary to restrict entry to the area in the vicinity of the city, to prevent 
inevitable looting by an undisciplined rabble, and it would be a matter of con- 
solation to Ml property-owners to know that their moveable property is safe 
imtil such time as Your Excellency and your Government may decide, in con- 
sultation with your Medical and Public Health advisers, that salvage can safely 
be undertaken. 


Trilmte to civil 
and military 
antkoxities. 


No. 42. 

Koto on tke 
After-Qare of 
Quetta Caemiltlee 
by Lieutenant- 
Colonel W. Boss 
Stewart, 
F,B.G.S.iS., 

Surgeon 
to H. B. the 


I would end tMs letter by assuring Your Excellency again of my heartfelt 
gratitude to all Civil and Military personnel who have done such magnificent 
work, not only for me and my subjects, but for all those who suffered in this 
terrible calamity. In ^ earnestness I say that it was humanly impossible for 
more to have' been done.” 


15th JtJy 1935. 

_ “ It was. a wise decision to distribute early, the most severe injuries to the 
best eqmpped Surgical Centre within reach of Quetta, 


Viceroy. 
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All honour is due to the Doctors and Nurses who rendered First Aid of aMbute to 
very high standard at the scene of the Earthquake on 31st May 1935, to 
Eailway Authorities and mlKng helpers who facilitated the despatch of the amiwrities, 
injured their reception at Eailway Platforms en route and on arrival, and 
to those who fed and clothed them. 


At His Excellency’s visit to the chief Surgical Centre at the Mayo Hospital, 

Lahore, on July 2nd, i.e., a month after the Earthquake, one was struck vdth 
one outstanding fact, namely, that the Indian patients of both sexes suffering High standard 
from severe Fractures, were brought under Surgical treatment of a standard of surgical 
which one usually associates with the most highly specialised Fracture Clinics treatment, 
of the United Kingdom, Vienna or America. 


The organisation whereby all cases of Fracture of the Spine, Fracture of 
the Pelvis, and Fractured Thigh were collected together in separate wards was 
most efficient, while the detailed treatment applied to each individual case was 
an ocular demonstration of the Treatment recommended by, and illustrated in, 
the most modem Text Books. 


‘ Balkan Frames ’ fitted with adjustable pulleys, weights and Traction 
cable, were available for aU, cases, and ‘ step up ’ supports to raise the foot 
of the beds to obtain counter-traction, had all been improvised. 

Several dozens of Fractured Thigh cases requiring extension, were treated 
by means of stainless steel pins transfixing soft tissues and bone, attached by a 
stirrup to the traction cable, pulley and weight. In other cases Kirschner Wire 
was used, with the appropriate design of stirrup for this variety. In no single 
case was there a sign of septic infection of the Soft tissues or Bone so trans- 
fixed, and the Patients were invariably comfortable. The limbs were supported 
in flannel slings on Braun’s Cradles. 

The success of this treatment was evidenced (1) by the marked absence of 
Pain, which would have been expected from inspection of the X-Eay Photo- 
graphs talten before treatment was begun, and (2) by the perfect alignment of 
the limbs as result of treatment. Most of these cases had been put up under 
Local AniEsIhesia. 


Further evidence of the success of this method will undoubtedly be forth- 
coming when solid union can be studied, and when the absence of stiffness in 
adjoining joints reveals itself. Patients can look forward to an earlier return 
to their occupations and to a greatly diminished final deformity. 

Many cases of Fractured Pelvis were treated by Pin or wire traction applied 
to both lower limbs, which will save a large proportion from being badly 
crippled later on. 

The old fashioned methods of Treatment by Padded Splints were con- 
spicuous by their absence. 

‘ Aeroplane splinting combined with Transfixion and Spring traction was 
being used for fractures of the Upper Arm, with corresponding advantage, and 
allowing of helpful movements of surrounding joints with no disturbance of the 
alignment of the fractured area- 

FLxation by Plaster of Paris was of first class quality, each plaster case 
bearing a tracing in ink of the X-Eay picture, and all relative data written 
thereon. 

The cases of Fractured Spine had aU been reduced on a special table and 
were being given the best possible chance of recovery. 

This counsel of perfection indicated that a host of workers had contributed 
to organise this Surgical Clinic, and to provide apparatus which though 
impro-^dsed, bore none of the usual features of improvised equipment 

Lieutenant-Colonel D. H. Eai, I.M.S., Officiating I. G., Civil Hospitals 
Punjab, and Lieutenant-Colonel J. J. Harper Nelson, I.M.S., Principal of the 
]^g Edward Medical College (now on leave) had much to do with the provi- 
sion of this Surgical Unit and the expansion of Beds, but it is agreed that this 
exceptional standard of treatment is the direct outcome of the vision, energy 
and skill of Lieutenant-Colonel V. E. Mirajkar, I.M.S., Professor of Operative 
Surgery, King Edward Medical College and Superintendent of the Mayo 
Hospital, Lahore. 

Apart from the kindness which has surrounded these cases, there is no 
doubt that they have received collectively and individually a Surgical Service 
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H. E. tbe 
Viceroy’s visits 
to hospitals. 


No. 43. 

Lkw for 
regulation of 
di^bntioa of 
salved property. 


Plans for 
commencement 
of salvage in 
certain parts 
of Quetta. 


No. 44. 

Denial of story 
of man rescued 
after 47 days. 


which could not be bettered in any country in the world — a matter of comfort 
to all concerned in the Quetta catastrophe.” 

His Excellency’s subsequent visits to Hospitals at Multan, Mastung, Quetta 
itself, and finally Karachi, confirmed the resourcefulness of all Doctors and 
Nurses, and their unfailing devotion to the cases consigned to their care. All 
are worthy of the traditions of their profession, but special mention of the 
arrangements at Lahore is made, because of the extremely capable manner in 
which the medical staff there dealt with the heavy task of treating the most 
severe cases sent to them in large numbers. 

30fh July 1935. 

Government have recently had under their close and urgent attention the 
framing of a law to regulate the distribution of property salved from the area 
devastated by the Earthquake at Quetta. This law which is known as the 
Quetta Distribution of Salved Property Law, 1935, is now being promulgated,* 
It empowers the Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan to appoint one 
or more Claims Commissioners and authorises the latter^ after enquiry to make 
over salved property to any person appearing to them entitled to receive it. 
Where no claimant is able to satisfy a Claims Commissioner as to the merits 
of his claim, the property will remain in the possession of Government until 
the right of possession is determined by a competent authority. 

In their Communique of the 10th July 1935 regarding their policy as to 
salvage operations at Quetta the Government of India intimated that prer 
liminary work in street clearing had been commenced and they expressed the 
hope that it would prove practicable soon to undertake salvage in a certain 
number of shops and houses where the damage to the structure was small, 
where access was easy and where there was reasonable certainty that few, if 
any, bodies were interred. A stage in the preliminary operations has been 
reached at which the salvage of these comparatively undamaged buildings can 
be commenced and notices are being issued in all cases, where it is practicable, 
to the property-owners concerned. Salvage from these buildings will now 
proceed as quickly as possible in accordance with the provisions of the law 
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Conununique. 

13th August 1935. 

The Deputy Agent to the Governor-General, Baluchistan, has seen state- 
ments in the press that Shikarpuri Halwai Jethanand, son of Tekchand, dug 
himself out of the ruins of his shop in Quetta City after being buried for 47 days, 
that he was arrested as a looter and that he was subsequently released on proving 
his story. It has been further stated by the “ United Press Agency ” that 
these facts have been officially confirmed. This is not so. Enquiries made in 
ShikarpuT and Quetta have failed to discover anyone who has seen Jethanand 
after his escape. He had a house in one part of the city and a shop in another. 
It has been stated by a ft)rmer servant of his that Jethanand used to sleep at 
night in his house and not in his shop and that on the night of earthquake he was 
in Quetta. Sites of both the house and shop have been carefully examined and 
no eat has been discovered by which the man could possibly escape through the 
debris. It is clear therefore that the story is not founded on any facts and it 
is probable that Jethanand was killed in the earthquake and his body is still 
buried in the ruins of his house. The Deputy Agent to the Governor-General 
hopes that the press and news agencies will refrain from giving currency to 
unauthenticated rumours which can only give pain to the relatives of those who 
were Idlled in the Quetta earthquake. 


See page 37 (No. 66). 
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QUETTA EARTHQUAKE. 

Additional Information made avaUaWe to the Press. 

1st June 1935. 

The following news- has been received by the Railway Board by telephone, 
from the Agent, North Western Railway : — 

The Qnetta Chaman Railway line is undamaged. On the Sibi Quetta Railway. 
Section one small bridge badly cracked. A sleeper crib is being put in. 

Twenty European Railway staff including families and 100 Indian railway Oasnalties. 
staff including families killed. Number of injured not yet to hand. 

The control wire from Sibi to Quetta has been repaired and telegraphic Telegrapla. 
comniunication is expected to be restored to-day. Railway water supply not 
affected. 

Dr. Cairns, Chief Medical Officer, North Western Railway, with Mrs. Bdief. 
Berridge (Lady Doctor) and a number of First-Aid men left Lahore for Quetta 
in the special train last night. 136 additional railway staff and 2 additional 
ofScers are being sent to Quetta. 

1st June 1935. 

jfo. 46. The Viceregal aircraft Star of India ” flew from Lahore with six Army Bdief work br’ 
Nurses. aircraft. 

Five machines left Kohat with four medical officers, ten machines loft 
Risalpur with seven medical officers and wireless equipment, four machines 
left Ambala with three medical officers, four machines left Lahore with 1,000 lbs. 
of medical stores and anti-tetanus serum and two machines left Karachi with a 
further supply of serum. 


3rd June 1935. 

Mo. 47. With reference to the news issued yesterday that Quetta City had been “ Sealing ” of 
sealed, under military guard, it is pointed out that this action was not decided 
upon until it had become certain that there were no further survivors. It was 
imperative to seal up the town, in order to prevent an outbreak of disease. 

Every possible step will be taken by the local authorities to safeguard property. 


3rd June 1935. 

No. 48. Suggestions have been made in some quarters that there has been undue Oasnaltifio— 

delay in the amiouncement of reliable figures of Indian casualties and the names e^ilwiatioii of , 
of Indians who have lost their lives. These suggestions arise from ignorance 
of the. appalling conditions that exist, and of the task which confronts the local 
authorities. A careful estimate places the number of Indians w!j^o have lost 
their lives at not less than 20,000, the majority of whom are buried under the 
debris in the city. It will be apparent that it is quite impossible, at the moment, 
to give an exact figure, or to attempt to issue a detailed list. The fact is that 
the local authorities are working under terrific pressure, each man doing the 
work of at least ten. The first duty of the authorities, having satisfied them- 
selves, so far as is possible, that no persojis remain alive under the debris, is to belief work the 
concentrate, upon relief for the survivors, and medical treatment for the injured. xirgent. 
Every possible means has been taken to this end, and the public may be assured 
that the authorities are doing everything that is possible in the difficult 
circumstances. 


9tli June 1935. 

No. 49. The normal number of telegrams received in Quetta before the earthquake Telegrams— 
was about 170 per day. As the result of news of the earthquake, over 14,000 delivery of. 
telegrams were received by Quetta between the Ist and 7th June, for delivery 
to addresses in Quetta alone. The greatest difficulty was experienced in the 
delivery of these telegrams, owing to the destruction or abandonment of resi- 
dences, but as the result of persistent efforts, over 11,000. have been .delivered 
and only' 3,000 remain undelivered owing to the addresses being untraceable. 

L15DPI 
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No. 50. 

Wireless, Post 
and Telegraph 
Services in 
earthanake 
area. 


10th June 1935. 

As communication with the outside world was vital factor in the Quetta 
earthquake situation^ the story of how' this contact was established and 
increased, is gathered from Mr. Bewoor, Director-General of Posts and Tele- 
graphs. The Wireless Staff played the most important part, followed by 
telephone connection which enabled even three Overseas calls to be made on 1st 
June and the Telegraph work which can be gathered from the fact that on 
an average 800 telegrams were booked at Quetta daily and 2,000 received in a 
station normally clearing about 00 me.ssages either way. As regards the time 
the earthquake took place the twf) clocks at the Telegraph Office stopped work- 
ing at two minutes and three minutes iJast three respectively. 


Intimatioji of the Quake reached Mr. Bewoor at about 11 a.m., on 31st 
May through a message sent by the civil wireless station at Quetta to the 
civil wireless station at Lahore. Mr. Bewoor says : “ The message indicated 
that the earthquake had been of a very severe character involving large loss of 
life and that owing to the destruction of the batteries the telegraphic and tele- 
phonic conammiications had been interrupted. Steps were immediately taken tO’ 
strengthen the wireless station at Lahore so that it could work 24 hours. The 
wireless staff in Quetta consists of Wireless Supervisor one, Wireless Attendant 
one. The Building in which the Wireless station is situated has not suffered 
from the earthquake nor have the quarters of the Wireless attendant anri the 
Engine Driver and menial staff. The residence of the Wireless Supervisor has 
been slightly damaged. The battery and the engine in this building have not 
suffered at .all. I near from Colonel Vivian, the Chief Signed Officer, that Mr. 
Todd, the Wireless Supervisor and his Sikh Assistant worked most energetically 
and assiduously and were on duty almost to continuously for 48 hours after the 
earthquake. Until the line communications were established the wireless sta- 
tion was the only means of communication and was .greatly helpfid in oblaining 
assistance from outside. They were given as soon as possible a.ssistance from 
the Military Wireless Operator and one Telegraphist who could understand 
wireless operating was also sent to help. This circuit is helping to clear the 
traffic. 


The telephones suffered as a result of the earthquake the batteries being 
destroyed and though the room in which the automatic equipment was accom- 
modated is stiU standing and the equipment is in good condition it was con- 
shiered unsafe to enter the building. The cable was therefore cut outside and a 
Manual Telephone system established. In the establishment of thi.s telephone 
Mr. P. H. Agarwala, Sub-Divisional Officer, Telegi-aphs, Karachi Sub-Division, 
has worked most creditably. A 200 line Board has been established in a tent 
and -connections were given on the 4th of June. Prom 2 p.m,, on the 5th of June 
the Military have taken all connections from this Boat'd and have discontinued 
their own temporary system. I heard glowing tribute paid by the Military to 
the excellent work put in by Mr. Agarwala in this connection.*^ 


It must be mentioned here that the trunk connection from Quetta to the 
rest of Indi^ was established by the evening of the 1st of June and this connec- 
tion was so good that there have been three calls to overseas from Quetta. 

The main damage to the telegraphic communication was the breakage of 
the battei'ies which were knocked off their stands. The telegraph lines were 
also twisted between Quetta and Sar-i-Ab station. The Military .signals Branch 
sent out their own staff to examine the lines on the morning of the 31st of 
May and they put the lines right. Dry cells from Mobilization Stores were 
taken out and communication was established on the 1st of June : but the 
rush of telegraph traffic both inward and outward was so heavy that it was 
out of question to cope with it by the usual routes and methods. The incomino- 
and outgoing aeroplanes were therefore utilised in receiving telegrams for 
Quetta and in sending them from Quetta to Lahore and Quetta to K^achL 

The following additional telegraph staff were sent on 2nd June to cope with 
the rush of work : — ^ 


Telegraph Masters . . 

Telegraphists 

Clerks 

Telegraphists 


.. 6 VfromLaliore. 

.. 6 ) 

. . 2 from Karachi, 
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. A further batch of five telegraphists was sent from Lahore on the 5tli 
June in order to relieve the local staff who may wish to relieve Quetta. 

Great difficulty has been experienced in the delivery of telegrams received 
because the city having been levelled to the ground it was impossible to trace 
the addressees some of whom were dead, some had left! and others scattered in 
the open spaces of hospitals. 

I must state in this connection the great assistance rendered to us by the 
Militarj’’ authorities. They have given signalling staff and despatch riders and 
they have sent for and collected their own messages. 1 saw the Chief Signals 
Officer and the General Officer Commanding and I conveyed to them the sincere 
thanks of this department for their help. It was a great pleasure to hear the 
tribute paid by the Military authorities to the work done in connection with 
the telegraphs and telephones by the staff of this department. Every effort is 
being made through honorary.' workers to deliver the telegrams but they are far 
too numerous and a large portion of the population having left Quetta it is 
impossible to effect delivery of all the telegrams. 

The position in Quetta is still somewhat uncertain. The telegraph traffic 
continues to be very heavy. "Where the station normally booked about 60 
messages a day it is booking over 700 messages. Exact figures of the number 
of telegrams received for delivery are not available but they have reached as 
much as 2,000 per day. At present one line to Karachi, two lines to Lahore and 
one wireless circuit are operating. It is hoped, however, that the pressure on 
the telegraphs will be reduced in the course of the next few days. 

As regards the Postal side, aU work except the delivery and despatch of 
•fully-paid articles was suspended for the time being but on the 5th of June 
registered letters and parcels which had been previously received were given 
out for delivery. A large number of parcels will have to be returned to the 
senders as the city has been destroyed and there are no ad^essees to whom the 
articles could be delivered. 

In order to assist in the disposal of work the following postal staff has 
been sent from outside : — 


Selection grade Assistant Postmaster 

Clerks 

Supervisor 

Clerks 

Clerks 


from Karachi. 

g I from Lahore. 

6 from Multan. 


. . The Kailway Mail Service has a Mail Office on the Eailway Station as well 

as a Sub-Record Office and Quetta is the headquarters station of the section 
working into Quetta. The Building on the Railway station has collapsed and 
the Railway Mail Service Mail Office has now been acconunodated in a tent in 
the Post Office comi)ound. The headquarters of the sections working into 
Quetta have been changed to Snkkur. The Railway Mail Service staff has not 
suffered any casualties so far as could be ascertained. 

No stores or foodstuffs are available for sale in Quetta. The Military have 
undertaken the rationing of the population. Our employees have been provided 
with adequate accommodation in tents which have been pitched in the open 
spaces in the compound of the Post Office, in the compound of the Office of the 
Sub-Divisional Officer', Telegraphs, and just outside the compound of the Tele- 
graph Office,^ Military guards have been provided in all these camps. 

The Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Sind and Baluchistan Circle, Karachi, 
was asked to proceed to Quetta by aeroplane and he actually left Karachi on 
the morning of the 1st June arriving in Quetta by mid-day. He is still at 
Quetta and will continue to be there until everything has been established on 
proper lines.” 


16th June 1935. 


Ho. 51. _ Over 400 hospital cases have been received at Karachi. Serious cases are work In 

in the Civil and Dufferin Hospitals and in a vernacular school. Ordinary cases Sind, 
are being treated in an improvised hospital at Pilgrims’ Camp. About 200 eases 
are accommodated in other hospitals in Sind. Hospital requirements are suffi- 
cient at present, but more nurses are required and are being obtained from the 
Red Cross, Bombay. 
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In Karachi, about 300 Muhammadan refugees are housed in the Sind 
Madressah School, and the care of about 50 Plindu refiigees has been under- 
taken by Hindu organisations. Accurate figures of refugees in other districts 
are not available at present, hut arrangements are being made for a complete 
census to be taken 

Numerous organisations and individuals have come forward with gifts of 
cash and goods and continue to do so. 

Notable relief work has been done at Rohri where Ihousauds of refugees 
passing through have received food and medical attendance, and small amounts 
W their expenses. An Extra Assistant Commissioner and a party of ludpers 
is at present at Rohri, assisting the local authorities. 

22nd June 1935. 

No. 52. 

Belief work in Karachi. — number of persons have been discharged from, hospital cured 

Siad. during the last few days and have gone to their homes and friends or are in 

the Haj Refugee Camp and in the various non-ofiSeial iu.s’titutinns. The 


numbers in the Hospitals are as follows : — 

Civil Hospital . . . . . . . . 96 

Haj Camp . . . . . . . . 81 

H. V. Mahratta School . . . . . . 76 

Lady Dufiferin Hospital . . . . . . 18 


The Civil Surgeon, assisted by Captain Smithwick, I.M.S., is in charge of the 
first three hospitals, and, in addition to the official medical staff, they are being 
assisted by a number of private practitioners. A few convalescent case.s are 
in private institutions. The supply of nurses and medical requisites is fully 
adequate. 

Other Refugees. — The numbers at the main camps are approximately as 
follows : — 

Sind Madressah . . . . . . . . 400 

Haj Camp . . . . . . . . • 550 

alid in addition about 600 are distributed among various non-official relief 
organisations or with private individuals. Refugees from the villages of 
Baluchistan are still coming in at the rate of 20 — ^^30 a day. 

Other Districts. — The number of eases treated and still remaining in the 
various hospitals is as follows ; — 



Number 

treated. 

Number remaining. 

Shikarpnr 

. . 

176 

41 

Sukkur (Civil and Railway. 
Hospitals) 

Military 

125 

62 

Hyderabad (Civil and Bombay Merchants’ 
Association Hospitals) 

29 

12 


As in Karachi, the funds and other contributions for immediate relief have 
been provided by non-official liberality. 

The .following are the most recent estimates of the number of persons 
belonging to Sind (excluding Shikarpnr and Karachi) who were at Quetta 
during the earthquake and have since returned : — 


Hyderabad district 


At Qnetta. 

342 

Eetumed. 

187 

Sukknr district (excluding 
Town) 

Shikarpnr 

267 

104 

Larkana district . . 


142 

60 

Nawabshah district 


536 

283 

Thar Parkar district 


1 


Dadu district . . ; . 


243 

132 

Upper Sind Frontier district .. 


275 

117 



1,806 

00 

00 
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As regards Shikarpur, some 4,000 — 5,000 people were at Quetta, of whicli 
about 400 have returned 

There are 70 tongawalas with their families, tongas and horses at Sukkur 
and Shikarpur, who have driven these from Quetta. They are being sent by 
train to their homes or relations at Delhi and Lahore. 

150 sweepers have been sent to Quetta, 100 from Karachi and 50 from 
Sukkur. Vegetables and other food requisites have been sent there imtil 
recently from Sukkur. 

Future Relief . — Enquiries are being noade with a view to setting up Com- 
mittees composed of officials and non-officials to administer the second stage of 
relief with the help of His Excellency the Viceroy’s Fund as indicated in the 
recent communique of the Government of India. 

• ^8th June 1935. 

No. 63. “ wish to offer our thanks and gratitude to the Military for ail the Letter from Mr. 

thought and help in saving our lives in the Earthquake at Quetta — ^it was A. Cumper, 
wonderful the way the military came to our rescue, also the wonderful way the S 

Doctors, Nurses and Orderlies attended to us while we were in the British 
Military Hospital. We were buried under debris for 3^ hours and we owe our to A. H. Q. 
lives to the soldiers and Indian Sappers who dug us out. 

Thanking all the military who helped to save us.” 

1st July 1935. 

No. 54. Bis Excellency the Oommander-in-Chief leaves Simla to-morrow for Quetta. Visit to Quetta 
The object of his visit is to see conditions on the spot and discuss matters with of E. E. the 
the local authorities before dealing at Headquarters with the various large pro- 
blems that will arise regarding the future of Quetta. His Excellency will 
return to Simla on 6th July. 


2nd July 1935. 

No. 65. “ During the critical weeks following the earthquake the one form of Prohibition of 

assistance which wms not merely redundant, but definitely embarrassing to the eatry into 
overworked authorities, was that of volunteer workers who had nothing but 
their personal services to ^ve and who were in most cases ignorant alike of the ^vidnals and 
locality and of the mentality, the customs, and above all, the language of Hie unofSicial relief 
inhabitants. ’ ’ parties— reasons 

for. 

Tliis statement, which appears in a communication received by the autho- 
rities at Simla from a civil official who has been in direct personal touch with the 
situation inj:he area affected by the earthquake since the disaster occurred, 
serves to emphasize 'the necessity of the decision taken by the G-overnment of 
India and the local authorities in the early stages of the catastrophe to prohibit 
the entry into the Quetta Area of private individuals and unofficial parties 
desiring to undertake relief wmrk. 

In the various unofficial statements already issued on the subject it has been 
made clear that the main reasons for the prohibition were : — 

(1) the absolute necessity of conserving food supplies during the early 

days, 

(2) the possibility of the complete breakdown of the water supply and 

the interruption of communications if another serious shock had 
occurred, and 

(3) the grave danger of the outbreak of epidemic disease. 

Quite apart from these considerations, which in themselves completely Necessity for 
justify the Government of India’s action, it is obvious that it was essential organised rbKef 
that relief work should be conducted on an organised basis, and under ffis- J®* 
cipline, and to have permitted the entry at will of private individuals and’^^^™®' 
parties of volunteers would have led to confusion. 

Im addition to the immediate work of rescue and relief, on which every 
available individual, both civil and military, was engaged, the concern of the 
authorities was to evacuate refugees and wounded from Quetta, with the least 
possible delay, and thereby lessen the dangers to which reference has been made 
•above. 

r.i.mPT 
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The olaim has been made by some persons wilh uo iir.st-hand knowledge of 
the situatioTij that more lives conld have been .saved il“ uuollieial relnd' parties 
had been admitted. But not an atom of evidence cun Ijc produe«‘d that Avhero 
rescues were at all possible they were not effected promptly by tin* authorities 
on the spot. And it should bo remembei-ed that the greater ijart of tlie resent* 
work, which was cf>mraeiiced on an organised basis within forly-live luiniites 
of the disaster, had been completed within the first forty-eight hours, /.r., 
before it would have been possible for volmiteev woi'king parties to have arrived 
from outside. 

In regard to the demand that lias been jiut forward in eertaiii sections 
of the Press that relief parties should be allowed to wtirk in tin* rural ar(*a 
affected by the earthquake, it is perhaps luit vecogui.sed generally that of the 
villages in the neighbourhood of Quetta whieli were partially <ti| wholly 
destroyed, aU but Sariab, Samuiigli and Nuuhi.ssar (icjgether with a ft'w otlier 
settlements and isolated farms), are in Kalat State and not in British India. 

The Kalat State aiithoiities have, made it elear that tlu'y do nut rwpiire 
volunteer relief w'orkers from British India, though assistance in the shape* of 
■materials for erection of earthquake-proof houses, and the supjily of tents to 
meet the needs of temporary accommodation would be grcially appreciated. 
Even in normal times travellers, other than State subjects, are not permitted to 
proceed beyond Mastung without a special permit. 

The prompt steps to supply food and medical relief to tin* whole* of the 
affected rural area, and the organisation established for the purposes of ensur- 
ing regular and adequate supplies have already been described in (hitail in 
official reports published from day to day. 

As regards the rural area in the Quetta Tahsil, it has been astiertuined that 
the food supplies are assured as the standing rahi crop is exc('ptionally licavy 
and, iDrovided enough labour is available to reap it in full, will suffice for the 
needs of the surviving population for three or four years. 

The civil authorities, who have now resumed control, are being provided by 
the military authorities with such additional assistance as they require, and 
the resources available locally are ample to deal with the situation. The ser- 
vices of volunteer parties from outside are quite unnecessary. 

ITie authorities appreciate the genuine offers of assistance that have been 
made and would not hesitate to accept them if the situation or the interests of 
the surviving inhabitants would thereby be improved. But the need does not 
exist. The administration is proceeding qxxite smoothly, and the survivors arc 
being given all the assistance they require. If, however, in these circum.stance.s, 
those who have expressed a desire to undertake relief work will devote their 
time and money to swelling the Viceroy’s Relief Fund which, as already an- 
nounced, will provide, among other things, for maintenance grants, medical 
appliances and assistance for orphans, they will be rendering very valuable 
service. 

6th July 1935. 

Just after tbe earthquake at Quetta, while many of the refugees were still 
in the refugee camp on the Quetta race course, certain records were made of 
their claims to property buried in the city. Since then a special form for the 
submission of claims has been devised by Government and published* in the 
Press. It would facilitate the disposal of claims if the persons whose claims 
were then recorded, and any other.s who have submitted claims in forms other 
than that prescribed by Government, would resubmit their claims, in duplicate, 
through the Deputy Commissioner, Collector or Political Agent of the area in 
which the claimants are now residing, using the Form which Government has 
now prescribed. The object of having the claims in duplicate ia that one copy 
may he forwarded by the officer receiving it to the Claims Commissioner at 
Quetta, and the other retained in the receiving office for future reference if 
necessary. 

24th July 1935. 

Upto July 6, 1935, 654 refugees were received in Lucknow. Of these 25 
were sent to the King George’s Hospital, Lucknow, 64 were slightly injured 
fflid were treated at the railway statiou (where a dressing station was estah- 

* See page 38 (No. 67). 
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lished) and the remaining 565, together with those treated at the Station, 
were sent the same day on which they anived, to their destination after being 
fed. 

It is estimated that 1,500 to 2,000 refugees arrived at Kotdwara in the 
Garhwal district. They were fed and given free transport to their homes. 
few w^ho had minor injuries were treated by doctors at Kotdwara and 
Dpgadda. 

The relief work carried out by the Mayor’s Quetta Earthquake Relief Fund BeEef work in 
Committee consists in giving shelter to the hona-f.de refugees from Quetta Boiabay City, 
either coming directly from Quetta or from Karachi or adjoining places, where 
they had gone from Quetta immediately after the disaster. Most of them were 
given' shelter in a Musafarkhana and have been provided daily with food and 
clothing. . Small sums of money have also been provided to meet the immediate 
needs of refugees. The Railway Board has authorised the Great Indian Penin- 
sula and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways to issue free passes 
to the refugees wishing to return to their native places, or to places where their 
friends and relatives reside. 


24th July 1935. 

No. 58. Colonel Russell, the Public Health Commissioner with the Government Further visit 
of India, whose Report on the Health situation at Quetta was recently to Quetta of 
published, will visit Quetta again early in August in connection with the 
question of the resumption of salvage operations. It is probable that Mr. 

Staig, the Earthquake Commissioner will also revisit Quetta at the same time. 

A labour corps of approximately 2,000 men is at present engaged upon the Labour Corps, 
huge task of clearing the debris from the roads. 

The Government of India have now under consideration the terms of a control 

Regulation, which will be issued* at an early date, to determine the powers and®*^’'^®'**. ^ 

procedure of the Claims Commissioner and to control salvage operations with- pl^rs^md 
in the enclosed area of Quetta. An announcement of the appointment of procedure of 
Major Gastrell (who is already in Quetta) as Claims Commissioner, is likely Olaunp 
to be made in the near future. Two probationers of the PoKtical Service have Counmissioner. 
been posted to Quetta to assist in the control of salvage operations. 

^th July 1935. 

No. 59. second stage of relief work has been started, and Committees to assist work in 

in the arlministration of the Viceroy’s Fund have been formed in Karachi,®^*- 
Sukkur, Slrikarpnr, Jacobabad and Dadu. Most of this work lies in Karachi ; 
next come Shikarpur" and Sukkur, while in Jacobabad, Dadu and Larkana • 
there are at present very few cases requiring such relief. The relief is at 
present confined to the following categories : — 

(а) Free passes and small cash grants to people who wish to go to rela- 

tions or friends who could look after them or fed them work ; 

(б) subsistence grants to those without any means of support who wish 

to live outside refugee camps ; 

(c) grants to the injured discharged from hospitals for medical comforts 

and appliances ; 

(d) school fees for the young whose education has been interfered with ; 

(e) small grants for tools and equipment to humble craftsmen to enable 

them to earn a living in lieu of subsistence grants ; 

(/) profusion of employment. 

The following sums have been placed at the disposal of the several Col- 
lectors to meet the cost of such relief : — 



Rs. 

Karachi . . . . 

25,000 

Sukkur . . ■ . . 

5,000 

Upper Sind Frontier 

2,000 

Dadu 

300 

Larkana 

300 

* See page 37 (No. 66). 
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In Karachi, 257 persons have so far been provided with free railway' passes 
and small cash grants amounting to Bs. 1,074-8-0 ; 11 small artisans have been 
set up in work with grants for the purchase of tools and ^etiuipmeut, two such 
artisans having been supplied with sewing machines ; 225 families consisting of 
504 persons have been provided with subsistence and equipment grants amount- 
ing in the first month to Bs. 6,086-8-0. 

As regards repatriation, it is now possible to send back refugees^in suitable 
cases to other parts of Baluchistan than Quetta sub-divisif)n and fCalat State, 
and the necessary enquiries are being made. Refugees belonging to Afghanistan 
are being sent there via Chaman. 

Refugee camps . — The Sind Madressah camp was closed from duly 8th, the 
refugees there being transferred to the Haj Camp and other places. Thont are 
at present 937 persons in the Haj Camp and 185 in otlier (-amps seeking i-elief. 
Refugees are still arriving in the Haj Camp from Quetta in fairly large numbers 
and by transfer from other centres. A refugee camp for Hindus was opened 
by Rao Bahadur Mohatta from July 5th. 

Rospiials . — The Haj Camp temporary hospital was closed on the 8lh July, 
and Captain H. S. Smithwick, T.M.S., who was deputed fi-om ShoUqnir to assist 
the Civil Surgeon, left that day. Convalescent cases are, however, still l>oing 
treated by a medical officer who attends daily. There are (53 eases in tin* ('ivil 
Hospital, 31 in the Kotwal Mahratta School and 17 in the Lady Dufferin IJospitul. 
Most of the Red Cross nurses left for Bombay in the second week of J uly. 

As already announced, the Mayor’s Fund with assistancu* from oilier orga- 
nizations has so far been responsible for feeding and clothing arrangements ut 
the large hospitals and camps in Karachi. The resources of this Fund are not 
likely to last much longer, and the burden, which has been so ably borne by that 
Fund, will shortly be taken over by the Viceroy’s Earthquakes Fuml. 

In Suldvur 97 cases were brought to the Vieei'oy’s Relief Committee’s notice 
up to the 20th July, and are being suitably dealt with. 

In Hyderabad, the Bombay Silk Merchant.-i Earthquake Jteiief Commit loo 
are providing the necessary relief, and it has not been necessary to cemstitulo a 
Committee to disburse relief out of the Viceroy’s Fund at that pfaee. ’I’his <..'om- 
mittee has given emergent and second stage relief in 50 cases amounting to 
Rs. 3,483. Previously it opened a hospital near the railway station, with 50 fied-i 
and provided two bungalows as refugee camps. 


No. 60. 

Bdief work in 
the North-West 
Trontier 
Province. 


7fh August 1935. 


Occasional reports have been made of the "'.'arious individual efforts made 
by the North-VTest Frontier Province to assist their si.ster I’rovinee in connec- 
tion with the great Quetta disaster. Amongst this was thi^ immerliate despatch 
of a sorely-needed force of 200 Police, of a complete medical unit under Dr. 
Hukam Chand Hupta, Civil Surgeon, Kohat, the immediate despatch of food 
supplies by leading citizens of Dera Ismail Khan via Ffjrt. Sandeman. But 
a review of the general effort of the Province may not be without interest. 


2. The Province was at first led to expect a large ingress of some 2,000 
seriously wounded cases at short notice. It was self-evident that such ease.s 
would have to be cared for at the ouly big centre with direct rail communication, 
vis., Peshawar ; and urgent preparations were made to expand the medical 
resources of that City to accommodate this large influx : the Tiria.i-t) body were to 
have been accommodated at the Lady Reading Hospital, others at the C.M.S. 
Hospital, while Dr. Khan Sahib, amongst others, midertook to take a portion. 
An appeal wm circulated and readily responded to for the ho.spital clothing 
necessary. Similarly, a large body amounting to some 2,000 xmwounded 
refugees was expected at Haripur where preliminary prepai’ations were made. 
Each of the districts of the Province readily undertook to furnish an allotted 
quota of supplies. In the event there was no large influx of either seriously 
unwounded refugees and such clothing surplus to requirements as 
had been collected was passed on to meet the needs of districts in the Punjab. 


3. Detailed lists have been furnished to the press already giving full names 
ot aU refugees arriving in this Province. In Peshawar immediately on the 
arrival of the reftigees a Relief Committee, with K. B. Kuli Khan, as its Presi- 
denL was formed, a^d gave immediate relief in various forms, such as food 
clothing, accommodation, rwlway or lorry fare, and diet money to their destina- 
tions in accordance with individual needs. 36 refugees have ^ce left for their 



liomes, 37 are honsed in various schools and are still being cared for by this 
Committee out of their own funds. 

4. Kohat received about 117 refugees and has dealt with them similarly 
through a local Belief Committee. 

5. Some 119 refugees have arrived in Dera Ismail Khan District. The first 
batch of 81 refugees was met at Dera Ismail Khan and brought across the 
Indus under arrangements organised locally, mainly through the Sewa Samiti, 
who continue to assist indigent refugees. 

6. In Hazara District about 230 refugees arrived at Haripur by rail and 
were assisted to thier homes by a local Belief Committee. 

7. A few refugees belong to the Agencies, mainly to the Kurram Agency. 

8. In the hospitals of the Province some 121 refugees have been treated — 
including both Government hospitals and private hospitals such as the Afghan 
Mission Hospital and Dr. Khan Sahib’s hospital — a considerable number of 
these belong to Tribal Territory or Afghanistan. 

9. There was a ready response to the Viceroy’s appeal which aroused the 
sjunpathy of all, rich and poor — cultivators in the Peshawar District collected 
grain to be sold for the benefit of the Fund. 

10. This Fund is now being utilised where necessary for the relief of 
distress. In certain eases sTibsistenee grants are being paid out, and arrange- 
ments have been made for the pa 3 Tnent of school fees on behalf of the children 
of refugees. 


loth August 1935. 

Ho. 61. Karachi . — The total number of refugees arrived from Quetta is now 2,366. EfUsf work in. 

Fresh eases eoniinue to arrive daily from Quetta and other provinces. 

The worlc of the district Committee administering the Viceroy’s Fund 
continues to be very heavy. 365 cases have been finally disposed of, 354 having 
left Karachi with free passes and journey expenses amounting to Bs. 1,664-8-0 
and employment having been found for 11 persons. 1,340 refugees have been 
placed on subsistence allowances, the amount so far paid being Bs. 19,128. 

The number of refugees in the Haj Camp was 937 on the 3rd August, but 
it has subsequencly coiije down to 743. In other camps the number is 91. 

The Viceroy’s Fund Committee took over the feeding and clothing arrange- 
ment at the refugee camps and hospitals from the Mayor’s Fund Committee 
on the 6th August. The voluntary workers at these places who assisted the 
Mayor’s Fund Committee continue to assist the Viceroy’s Fund Committee. 

The Memon Belief Society under Mr. Abdul Sattar with headquarters at the 
Haj Camp continues to do notable work and has spent nearly Bs. 50,000. 

Sukhur . — 87 applications for relief have been dealt with by the Viceroy’s 
Fund Committee and cash relief of Bs. 1,462 has been granted in addition to 
the supply of three sewing machines to poor widows and providing for the 
education of 7 orphans. 

Hgderahad . — The Japan-Bombay Silk Merchants Quetta Earthquake 
Committee ^continues to provide relief. 

Upper Sind Frontier . — ^Belief has been provided for 164 refugees, involving 
-a total liability of Bs. 3,100. 7 of these have been sent to their homes or 
relations with free passes and small cash grants for railway expejises ; 15 have 
been provided with tools and equipment to enable them to earn a liveliliood, 
e.g., sewing machines, a tonga and a horse ; and the remainder have been 
placed on sub.sistence grants. More applications are being received and will 
Boon be dealt with. 

15 persons have been given subsistence grants amounting to 
Bs. 165 ill the first month. 

Larkana . — Two families have been given each a subsistence grant of Bs. 20 
^ ■nd a household equipment grant of Bs. 15. 

Nawahshah . — ^Applications for relief have now been received from refugees 
in the Nawabshah (Bstrict also from 36 families consisting of 170 members 
requiring a subsistence allowance of Bs. 650 per month. A Committtee is being 
formed to deal with these applications. , , 
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2. The amounts placed at the disposal of the district ( 'onimli’ci's up to date 


are as under : — 

Hs. 

Karachi .. .. •• •• 

Sukkur .. .. .. •• •• .»,()( )u 

Upper Sind Frontier .. .. KtiOd 

Dadu . . . - ■ • ■ • • • • 

Laxkana .. •• •• •• ’’dd 


l/>th Anfjust IfiHS. 


No. 62. 

Belief work in 
Ajmer-Merwata. 


Soon after His Exeellency the Viceroy issued an a]!]ieal on tin* snltji-ci iu 
.the press, a meeting of the leading citizens of Ajmei’-Merwai'a w.is failed. ,vt 
the meeting a small Committee was formed to receive suhseripti ei- towanl.s 
IDs Excellency’s Quetta Earthquake Relief Fund, and foi-w.-ifd them to the 
Headquarters with Rai Bahadur Seth Bhag (’hand Soni, Al.L.-\., .-is lloimrary 
Treasurer, and Kai Sahib Pt. P. B. Joshi, as Honorary Semd.nry ainl .Mr. X. 1). 
Madhok as Assistant Secretary. Within a week after the fortnalion of iliis 
Committee, it wms found that the earthquake sufferers wi're eoiniiig to Ajmer 
also, and that some sort of local relief was necessary for them. It was there- 
fore decided to form a sub-Committee consisting of Rai Bahadur Pt. Mil han Lai, 
Kha.Ti Bahadur Abdul Wahid Khan and Khan SaMb Zahur Masih to i-nquini 
iftto all cases of Quetta sufferers needing local relief, and suggest the type <i£ 
relief. It was also decided that a sum of Rs. 500 be placed at the disposal of 
this Committee for use locally. The. total number of refugees including wuiueu 
and children that have come to Ajmer so far is as below : — 

1. Europeans and Anglo-Indians . . . . 8 ladies. 

2. Indian Christians .. .. .. 17 iuchuling wo- 

men and children. 


3. Hindus . . . . . . . . 5 

4. Muslims . . . . . . . . 30 


With only three or four exceptions, the i*efugees ai'e mofjtiy servants of 
officials and uon-officials killed or wounded during the earthquake' and of these 
15 have already left Ajmer. They were provided ivith money for food and 
clothing while here and with railway tickets and some cash to enable them to 
reach their destination. Others are still in Ajmer and every kind of heln i.s 
being given to them to find work. If they fail to do so and wish to .go i‘ls«‘- 
where, they wall be given Railway fare. In the meantime necessar.v funds 
have been provided for their maintenance. 

Cases of sickness are being treated on the recommendations of the Ihaiorary 
Secretary in the Local Hospitals. 3 rooms have been reseiwed for lodging the 
refugees free of cost in the Edward Memorial Serai. 

The total amount promised so far by the Province towards the Relief Fund 
is Rs. 10,073jl3|- of which Rs. 8,177|ll- have already been sent to the Private 
Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy, and Rs. 400j-i have been di.sbursod 
locaUy, indnding railway fare to those who left Ajmer. Subscriptions are 
still coming in. 


No. 63. 

Salvage and 
restoration of 
property. 

Systematic 

Salving. 


Eiiral relief. 


16th August 1935. 

The salvage of property from partially damaged houses in Queltii Oily 
has recently begun and property recovered is being made over to its owners 
by the Claims- Commissioner, in accordance with the terms of the Quetta 
Distribution of S^ved Property Law, 1935, which was recently promulgated.-’ 
Active preparations are being made for the commencement of systematic 
salving in the City, including collection of material for a fight railway to 
renaove the debris. The erection of corrugated iron huts is progressing 
rapidly and these will be used mter alia to provide shelter for property owners 
visiting Quetta in connection -with the restoration of their property. 

In regard to rural relief in Baluchistan, local authorities are preparing- 
estimates for the cleai'ance and reconstruotiop of Tiorszes (subterranean irriga- 
tion channels) damaged in the. earthquake. This work is expected co cost li 
lakhs and -wifi be -xjressed forward so that its benefits may be secured for thC' 

♦See page 37 (No. 66). 
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next harvest. A scheme is reaching maturity uctder which the rural popula- 
tion, whose houses are seriously damaged, will be afforded assistance in the 
shape of a grant of some material for rebuilding their houses. 

Apart from .the relief administered immediately after the earthquake, ™ 

relief in Kalat State will take the form mainly of clearance and reconstruction ® 
of karezes and grants of material for rebuilding of houses. The securing of 
labour for. repair of karezes and the collection of material for rebuilding of 
houses is now receiving the very urgent attention of the Political Agent and the 
State ofiScials. A grant of Es. 10,000 has been made from the Viceroy’s Eelief 
Fund to the State for expenditure incui’red on immediate relief and a further 
sum of Rs. 50,000 lias already been placed at their disposal, for expenditure 
on clearance of karezes, from the same source. 

In regard to the question of permanent relief, the official orders already for 

issued permit of free grants to enable destitute persons of the artisan class ( 0 ®®™®““'''’^®“®** 
re-equip themselves with tools and materials to restart work. It is likely that 
orders will issue in the near future extending the scope of free grants and 
authorising local officers to deal with demands on a larger scale than hitherto. 

Requests have been received for very large sums by way of relief either as 
grants or us loans ; it is improbable that such applications can be finally con- 
sidered until demands on Relief Fund are fully known when only it will be 
possible to secure the distribution of available resources to the best advantage 
among deseiwing cases. In the meanwhile, apart from such grants to restart 
business, local authorities have ^ven relief, on the prescribed lines, of temporary 
subsistence grants, medical facilities and help for the education of children. 

19th August 1935. 

No. 64. Karachi . — There were no fresh arrivals since the last report. 

444 cases liave been finally disposed of, 424 having left Karachi with free Relief work in 
passes and journey expenses amounting to Es. 1,964-8-0 and 20 cases having Sind, 
been employed in their calling with the aid of tools and equipment provided 
from the Viceroy’s E'und. 

892 cases involving 1,894 persons have been given subsistence grants 
amounting to Rs. 26,576. 

The present number in refugee camps is 563 in the Haj Camp and 52 in other 
camps. Tlie former is now' a residential camp only, as, with the grant of sub- 
sistence allowance, it is no longer necessary to maintain separate feeding 
arrangements, tincl people are leaving slowly as they find accommodation in the 
City. 

Enquiry is now' being made into the cases of patients in the Civil Hospital 
and I’efugeos outside the Haj camp. 

The Eelief Commissioner visited Karachi during the week with the result 
,that wider powers wdll be delegated to the local Committee in due course. It 
is hoped that final grants to small business men will dispose of a number of 
cases during the current week. 

The number of patients receiving medical treatment had now fallen to 95, 


distributed as follows : — 

Civil Hospital . . . . . . . . 51 

Mahralta School Hospital . . . . • . . 30 

Rao Bahadur Shivrattan Mohatta’s camp . . . . 13 

klilitary Hospital . . • • • ■ • ■ 1 


There are also a few patients in the Arya Samaj refugee camp. 

Snkkur.—94: cases, involving 329 individuals, have been disposed of. In 15 
cases the refugees have been, sent to their relations or friends with free passes 
and aToall cash grants amounting to Rs. 56. The rest have been given grants 
for stock in trade amounting to Rs. 1,528, for house-rent Rs. 215, and for sub- 
sistence E«. 1,143. Sewing machines have been given to 10 persons, mostly 
widows, and liability for the education of orphans assumed for one year in 8 
cases. In two cases Es. 50 each have been sanctioned to wridows to cover the 
expenses of their confinement. The total commitments so far amount to 
Rs. 4,780. 



34 


Xlpper Si'fid Frontier . — Over 200 applications were received dtiring’ the week. 
A large iiainl>er of these turned out to bo bogus cases, and the appticnids 
included wandering tribesmen, fakirs and labourers. In some cases sc|>aratft 
applications were made by the same person under diffurenl names, or by tlio 
dependants of the persons who had already obtaiue<l relief for thorn. 
Eventually relief was given in 39 cases. 13 more are being oinpiirod into. 

The total number of cases dealt with by the Committee so far is : — 

Passes with cash grants . . . . . . 17 cases. 

Refugees set up in business . . . . . . 23 eases. 

Given sewing machines .. .. .. 11 eases. 

Granted subsistence allowance . . . . GO ca.ses. 

The total expenditure has been over Es. 4,000. 

The amounts placed at the disposal of the district Committees up to dale 


are as under : — 

Es. 

Karaelii .. .. .. .. 35,000 

Sukkur . . . . . . . . 15,000 

Uijper Sind Frontier . . . . . . 5,000 

■STawabshah . . . . . . . . i,o00 

.. .. .. .. .. 800 

Larlcana ., .. .. .. 30 O 
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ITo. 6& Segiilation to provide for the administration of British Baluchistan during the 
state of emergency resulting from the recent earthquake. 

(Rbg-diaiion No. n or 1935.) 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the administration of British Baluch- 
istan during the state of emergency resulting from the recent earthquake ; It 
is hereby enacted as follows 

1. (1) This Regulation may be called the British Baluchistan (Emergency Short title, 

Administration) Regulation, 1965. conaMneement 

. and duration. 

^ (2) It shall come into force on such date* as the Local Government may, by 
notification in the Gazette of India, appoint. 

(3) Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 shall in the first instance remain in force for one 
year only : 

Provided that the Local Government, with the previous sanction of tho 
Governor General in Council, may, by notification in the Gazette of India, from 
time to time extend the said period by any period not exceeding six months. 

2. (1) The Local Government may make rules to provide for the publicKul«s. 
safety, health and convenience and for the protection of public and private pro- 
perty, and such rules shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent 
therewith contained in any law for the time being in force. 

(2) Such niles may provide that any contravention thereof, or of any order 
issued thereunder or supplementary thereto, shall be punishable with imprison- 
ment which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 

(3) The penalty, if any, for the contravention of a rule shall be specified 
therein. 

(4) The Local Government shah cause any rule made under this section 
to be published in such manner as appears to the Local Government to be best 
fitted to bring it to the notice of those affected. 


3. If any person disobeys or neglects to comply with any rule made under Power to give 
section 2, the Ijocal Government, or any person authorised in this behalf by 

such rule, may take or cause to be taken such action as the Local Government or 
person authorised thinks necessary to give effect to the rule. 

4. Whoever impedes the lawful exercise of any power conferred by this Penally for 
Regulation, or by any rule made under section 2, shall be punishable with impri- obstmetdon. 
sonment wliich may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 

5. Subject to the provisions of this section, but otherwise subject to the Special powers 

provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, — ^ 

(а) any Magistrate of the First Class specially empowered in this behalf 

by the Local Government may try in the summary way provided in 
Chapter XXII of the said Code any offence made punishable under 
section 2, and may pass any sentence provided for such offence in 
the rules ; and 

(б) notwithstanding anything contained in any law, there shall be no 

appeal by a convicted person in any case tried summarily under 
clause (a), in which a Magistrate passes a sentence of imprison- 
ment not exceeding sir months, and no Court shall have authority 
to revise any order or sentence made or passed in any such case or 
to transfer any such case or to make any order under section 491 
of the said Code, or have any jurisdiction of any kind, in respect 
of any such case. 

6. Contraventions of any regulation or order made or issued during the 
period from the 30th of May, 1935, up to the commencement of this Regulation, regulatioiiB and 
by any officer acting in the exercise of control, civil or military, for the purpose ® 

of providing for the public safety, health or convenience or for the protection commoncement 
of public or private property, shall be deemed to be contraventions of a rule of thifl 
made under section 2 and shall be triable and punishable as if any sentence Bepilaiion, 
authorised by any such regulation or order were a sentence authorised by a rule 
made under section 2. 

* The iiegulation came into force on 28th June 1935, from which date Martial-Law ceased to he 
in force. 
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Validation of 
sentences passed 
before 

Gonunencement 
of this 
Kegnlation. 


Indemnity, 


7. Any souteiice passed during the period from tlie 3Uth of *May, 1935, up 
to the commencement of this Eegulation, by any officer or tribunal acting in the 
exercise of comrol, civil or military, for the purpose of providing for the public 
safety, health or convenience or for the protection of pu))lic or private property, 
in respect of any contravention of a regulation or oi’der, made? or issued within 
the same period in the exercise of Ksuch control, shall bo deemed to ha\'e been 
legally passed and shall not be questioned in any manner whatsoever : 

Provided that nothing in this section shall be deemed to tlerogate from the 
power of the Governor General in Council or of the Local Governnumt to suspend, 
remit or commiilo sentences under any law foj' the time being in force, or other- 
wise. 

8. No suit, jirosecutiou or other legal proceeding whatsoever shall lie against 
any person for, or on account of, or in respect of, any act, matter or thing 
ordered or done, or purporting to have been ordered or done, — 

(a) under this Regulation, or 

(ft) during the period from the 30lh of Maj', 1935, up to the commence- 
ment of this Regulation, in the exercise of control, civil or mili- 
tary, for the purpose of providing for the public safety, health or 
convenience or for the protection of public or private property : 

Provided that nothing in this section shall prevent the institution of pro- 
ceedings by or on behalf of the Government against any person in respect of 
any matter where such person has not acted in good faith and a reasonable 
belief that his action was necessary for the aforementioned purposes. 


I assent to this Eegulation. 


WILLINGBON, 
Yweroy md Governor General, 


The 26th June, 1935. 
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No. 66. Law to regulate the distribution of property salved in the earth<juake area. 


NOTIFICATION. 


Simla, the 30th July, 1935. 


No. 449-P.— In eprcise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign 
Jurisdiction) Order in Council, 1902, and of all other powers fluaMing him 
in that behalf, the G-ovemor General in Council is pleased to make the follow- 
ing Law to regulate the distribution of property salved from the areas in the 
district, including the cantonment and town, of Quetta devastated by the recent 
earthquake : — 

1. {l) This Law may he called the Quetta Distribution of Salved Pro- Short title, 

perty Law, 1935. extent and 

_ commencement. 

(3) It extends to the district, including the cantonment and town, of 
Quetta, 

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the Agent to the Governor 
General in BalucMstan may, by notification in the Gazette of India, appoint. 

2. In this Law — Definitions. 


(i) the expressions “ salved property ” and “ property salved ” mean 

movable property salved by or under the orders of Government 
from any area devastated by the recent earthquake ; and 

(ii) ‘‘ notified area ” means any area which the Agent to the Governor 

General in Baluchistan has, by notification in the Gazette of 
India, specified in this behalf. 

3. No suit or other legal proceeding whatsoever shall lie against the Indemnity. 
Government, or against any officer of Government, in respect of any salved 
property made over to any person after the 30th of May, 1935, or in respect 

of any property, movable or immovable, within, or salved from, a notified 
area. 

4. The Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan may appoint one or Claims _ 

more Claims Commissioners for the purposes of this Law. Commissioners. 

5. (1) All property salved within a notified area shall, subject to the pro- Distribution of 

visions of this Law, remain in the possession of Government. salved property. 

(2) The Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan shall, as soon as 
may be after the salving of any such property, cause to be recorded in writing 
with sufficient precision the limits within which such property was salved, 
and such record shall, for all purposes whatsoever, be conclusive proof that 
such property was salved within such limits. 

{3) A Claims Commissioner may, after such inquiry as he thinks fit, 
make over any such salved property to any person appearing to him to be 
entitled to receive it : 

Provided that, before such date as the Agent to the Governor General in 
Baluchistan may appoint in this behalf, no property shall be made over to any 
person under this sub-section unless and until such person is, in the opinion of 
the Claims Commissioner, able to remove the property without interfering 
with the salving operations. 

(4) If it does not appear to a Claims Commissioner that any person is 
entitled to receive any such salved property, he shall report the fact to the 
Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan and the property shall rem^ 
in the possession of Government pending the decision of a competent authority 
as to the right of possession thereof. 

(5) For the purposes of the inquiry referred to in sub-section (3), a 
Claims Commissioner shall have the same powers of enforffing the attendance 

of witnesses and compelling the production of evidence as are vested in a y of 1908. 
Court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. 

6. A Claims Commissioner and any person acting nnder Hs orders for 

the purposes of this Law shall he deemed to he public servants within the 
meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code, XLV of 

' I860. 




Earthquake Ct 


39 


No. 68. Report on the health situation in Quetta by Lt.-Ool. A. J. H. Russell, 

Public Health Commissioner with the Government of India, dated the 19th 
June 1935. 

By the time 1 reached Quetta on 13th June, the city had been ‘ sealed ’ for 
several days and military and police guards were patrolling the whole perimeter. 
The barbed wire entanglement round the sealed area was completed by the 14th 
June. F'or several days prior to my arrival, the authorities had been actively 
engaged in (ivacuating sick, wounded and refugees and the railway officers 
reported that by the night of the 14th June they had despatched by rail no less 
than 31,500 persons. The immediate sealing of the city, after all injured 
persons had been collected and as many of the dead as could be detected had 
been removed, and the speedy evacuation of sick, wounded and refugees were in 
my opinion both wise decisions from the health point of view. They were indeed 
essential if health conditions were to be maintained at any reasonable standard 
and at the moment they have reduced the health problems in the devastated 
areas to practicable proportions. 

2. The population remaining in Quetta may be divided into five groups : 
(1) the military cantonment occupied by troops and their families, (2) the civil 
residential area which lies round the Residency, (3) the railway colony, (4) the 
refugee camp situated on the race course, and (5) the villages lying within a 
radius of three miles round the town and cantonment. 

3. I need not comment on the cantonment area as that is effectively con- 
trolled by the military medical authorities. By the 13th June a considerable 
degree of sanitary control had already been organised in regard to areas (2) 
to (5). 

In the civil I'csidential area every person is living under canvas and suitabte 
arrangements have been made for water supply and conservancy. The refugee 
camp has been meantime located on the race course which at this time of year 
provides a dry non-malarious site, although these conditions may not prevail 
during the usual rainy months of July and August. About 5,000 persons are in 
residence in this camp and suitable public health arrangements have been 
carried out under the supervision of Major Nicol, I.M.S., Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Punjab, who has on my advice been given the title of ‘ Chief 
Health Officer ’ of the earthquake area. The railway authorities have insisted 
on the necessity for accommodating their staffs in the vidnity of the station 
yard and five camps in different parts of their colony provide for the whole of 
their employees wuth their families. Suitable sanitary and conservancy arrange- 
ments have' been made and the management of each camp is meantime in the 
hands of a militaiy non-commissioned officer. The military authorities may be 
compelled shortly to withdraw these camp commandants, but Dr. Cairns, the 
Chief Medical Officer of the North-Western Railway, has assured me that other 
suitable arrangements will be made in this respect. As these railway camps 
are at present somewhat congested, it would be advisable for health reasons to 
evacuate as many as ‘possible of the women and children now residing there. 
Outlying villages and hamlets within the 3 mile limit have been brought under 
the control of a suitable health staff. 

4. Before Major Nicol reached Quetta on lOth June, the nailitary medical 
authorities had laid the foundations of a sound public health organisation both 
in the refugee camp and in the occupied areas round, the Residency. This orga- 
nisation was expanded to some extent between the _ 10th and 13th June with 
assistance from the railway authorities and by utilising other available staff. 
Before I left, 9 district medical officers of health from the Punjab, a number of 
sanitarv inspectors and additional sweepers had arrived, whilst a Sanitary 
Company provided bv the military authorities was also at work. I have no 
hesitation in stating that the health organisation in all the occupied areas is now 
both suitable and efficient. 

5 The water supplv for the civil residential area was originally carried in 
pipes ’passing through the city, but the speedy realignment of a water mam cut 
out the citv and ensiired a pure supply to this area and to the refugee camp. 
Water for the railway camps is being supplied from an artesian well belonging 
to the railway. Bacteriological examinations of samples of the piped supply 
taken at different points show that the water possesses a high degree of purity. 
The water for the refugee camp is distributed to groups of water tanks con- 
veniently situated in different parts of the camp and supphes are satisfactory 
in every respect. 

L 16 DPI 
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In most of tlie small outlying villages sanitation "was non-existent and water 
supplies unsafe. A suitable health staff i.s now undei’taking theii* sanitation, 
water supplies ai'e being chlorinated or otherwise treated, a close watch is ])eiug 
kept for infections disease and later on anti-malaria work will be carried out 
where- necessary. 

6. In the refugee camp, a hospital for men has been organised and is under 
the charge of the civil surgeon ; another hospital for women and children was 
organised by ]3r. Ruth Young and it is now under the charge of an (jtTicer of the 
W. M. S. These hospitals are more than sufficient to meet present needs. 8o 
far no infectious or water-borne disease has appeared except one doubtful case 
of modified smallpox and two of mild dysentery. These have been isolatf^d and 
meantime there seems to be little danger of an outbreak of dangerous <lisease 
so long as the preseiit precautions are maintained. An infecliou-s <li.sease8 
hospital capable of accommodating 30 — 50 cases and consisting of two blocks of 
tents, for cholera and smallpox respectively, has however been erected about 
2-4 miles along the Sar-i-ab road. The hospital is under the eluirge of a medical 
officer of health and lias been provided Avith a suitalde staff for nursing and for 
sanitation. A Portable Thresh Disinfector has been installed. 

7. At my suggestion, every person in the refugee camp has been vaccinated 
against smallpox, and inoculated against cholera, supplie.s of vaccine lymph and 
anti-cholera vaccine having been made available by the military authorities. 
The whole population in the camp is therefore now adequately jn-olected against 
these epidemic diseases. 

8. Milk supplies liave been abundant throughout and a large dairy fai-m in 
which some 800 cattle are housed has been opened at a site 44 miles out on the 
Sar-i-ab Road. ^ This will obviate the objection to its former proximity to the 
Iso^tion Hospital. The sanitation of the dairy farm is being carried out by a 
sanitary inspector and a suitable conservancy staff under the .supervision of one 
of the medical officers of health. 

9. Medical aiid sanitary stores and equipment (including tents) have so far 
been supplied by the military authorities. It is very desirable that the civil 
authorities should make early arrangements for continuous and adequate 
supplies of disinfectants, etc., required by the Chief Health Officer. 

10. During the period of military control, military officers have been 
responsible for the ai-rangements under which entry to the Quetta area has been 
rigidlj^ restricted. Por health reasons, if for no other, those restrictions .should 
meantime be maintained and no unauthorised person should be permitted to 
proceed beyond Sibi. 

11. The general health arrangements now in force are in my opinion ade- 
quate to meet all emergencies and I am satisfied that the_ health staff is callable 
of msinlaining satisfactorily the health of the communities under their charge. 

I may add that it has been decided to remove the refugee' camp from the 
race course to an excellent site three miles to the west of Quetta and lying below 
the Brewery. This site has been regularly used for military camps ; it has an 
abundant and pure water supply and is comparatively free from malaria. The 
move should be effected as soon as possible, as this will not only be to the direct 
advantage of the refugees hut will remove them to a safe distance from any 
health nuisance emanating from the city. The transfer should not, however, 
he made until the new camp is completely ready for occupation and is provided 
with all sanitary and other requirements. 

Disposal of bodies and carcasses. 

12. One of ^e most urgent problems facing those who took over emergent 
control of the civil areas lying around the city was the disposal of bodies and 
jcarcasses which very soon began to decompose and cause offence. Bodies ajid 
•carcasses whu‘h were totally exposed were speedily dealt with, but it was only 
when decomposition began that those superficially buried could be detected. It 
was rightly considered to be of extreme importance to deal at once with this 
menace to.health and the extent of the problem may be gauged from the fact that 
■Bomc 50 human bodies, and 200 animal carcasses were disinterred and disr»n<^er1 of 
between the 11th and 14th June. Even with the protection afforded by ga« 
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masks and lUi('k leathoi* gloves those who undertook the work of exhiimation and 
removal were given a gruesome and repulsive task but it was one which had to 
be undertaken in order to pi'otect the health of those compelled to live in the 
areas in which the bodies wore lying. By the evening of 16th June, the occupied 
areas lying withiii a three mile radius of the Residency were cleared of all bodies 
and carcasses causing an immediate nuisance. Any bodies remaining are so 
deeply buried in Ihe ruins that at present at least they are causing no offence, 
although it is x>fjssible that as decomposition proceeds further exhumation will 
have to be und<‘rtaken. 

13. hj.xixjrienee has already shown that it is possible to trace fairly accu- 
ral ely the wliereabouts of a body causing offence and that it takes from 1 to 5 
hours to locate, uncover and remove it. It has also been noticed that a number 
of bodies may be bulled in a limited area of ruins without causing offence, 
although the o])])osite also holds good, and in certain instances intense nuisance 
has arisen frt)m bodies found to be buried deeply. The state of decomposition 
even in a narroAv area has also been found to vary within wide limits, this de- 
pending iJi'ohably on the depth and nature of the material with which the bodies’ 
were covered. Plies have been found breeding freely on every body and as 
these insects were able to find an entrance, so can the newly-bred flies gain an 
exit and become- a dangerous pest. Another point worth noting is that even 
where Iherc is no vested interest at stake the numbers and position of bodies 
may bis inaccurately described. For example, the police roll-call musters indi- 
cated the pi'osencc of two bodies in the ruins of a certain house ; in actual fact, 
5 were found. These facts must be borne in mind when the question of seilvage 
in the ‘ sealed ’ area is taken into consideration. 

Salvage of the city area. 

14. The question of salvage in the ‘ sealed ’ city is one which has demanded 
considerable thought and I have taken the opportunity afforded by my visit 
to Quetta of consulting every civil and military authority who could assist me 
in arriving at a conclusion. 

In the first place it seemed essential to try to obtain even an approximate 
estimate of the number of bodies remaining buried in the ruins of the city. The 
summer population of Quetta, incl-uding city, cantonment, etc., may, I think, be 
taken to have been somewhere between 66,000 and 70,000, this approxima- 
tion having been reached by using the 1931 census figures along with other 
facts pointing to a recent large increase in numbers in the city. Between the 
31st May and 14.th June, the railway authorities evacuated by train approxi- 
mately 31,500 persons, — sick, wounded and refugees ; the estimated numbers of 
Indian and European troops and their families in the cantonment may he taken 
as about 12,000 ; the refugees now living in the race course camp number 
approximately 5,000 ; the railway camps contain about 3,500 persons ; and the 
records kept "by the officer in charge show that about 2,500 dead bodies were 
dealt with. These five figures reach a total of about 54,500 ; the inference is 
that between 12,000 and 16,000 human bod%s are lying buried in the ruins of 
the city, whilst account must also he taken of hundreds, if not thousands, of 
animal" carcasses. These figures are admittedly mere approximations and it is 
possible they may bo wrong by several thousands, but, even so, they give a clear 
enough idea" of the grim problem to be faced when salvage is begun. 

15. I was present at a number of exhumations carried out in the occupied 
areas round the Residency between the 14th and 16th June and, supported to 
some extent by this experience, I am of opinion that it would be undesirable at 
present to undertake exhumations on any extensive sc<de because of the 
nuisance which would inevitably arise from stench and flies. At the present 
moment the city is comparatively inoffensive, this being probably due to the fact 
that the bodies remaining in the sealed area are all more or less deeply biufiod 
in the rtiins. Indeed, during my inspection of the city, the comparative" absence 
of foul odours was to me a matter of some surprise. 

16. For health reasons alone, it would be undesirable at present to recruit 
a labour force exceeding 3,000 ; the accommodation, sanitation, conservancy, 
food and water supplies required for any such force will demand careful 
planning and will meantime add to the existing difficulties. Moreover, whilst it 
is unnecessary to go into details regarding the equipment required for the 
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salvage operations, for tlie labour corps and for other persons who \vill have to 
be present, g^as masks, disinfectants, etc., will obviously be necessaiv. 


17. Althong’h, liovvever, I cannot recommend any immediate huge 
operations, in my opinion there ai'e certain liurts of tlie onelosed aiea in which 
salvage eonld be begun without much delay and without causing isorious 
menace to health. These areas include the shopping centres in Bruce houd 
and St. John Boad which w’ere occupied by large Indian and rjuropeun stoivs. 
Many of the buildings in these roads w'ero <)f two storeys, but I understand that 
few’, if any, of the upper storeys were used for residential purposes. As soon 
as a suitable labour corps with the necessary ecpiipmenl lias been organised, 
salvage work might be commenced along these roads. A few bodies will 
probably be unearthed, but I do not anticipate the discovery ol such numbei's sis 
would compel cessation of the work, provided suitable sanitary arrangements 
were in existence for their immediate removal and disposal. 


18. Two other areas might, I think, be also taken in hand as sooii as the 
labour forces and equipment are provided. These include the higher lying parts 
of Naehari and Ivansi, situated in the eastern quarter of the enclosc<l area. 
These suburban parts suffered less damage tlian the main bazaar whilst com- 
paratively few'^ casualties occurred. They also contain lai’ge vegetable and 
fruit gardens w’^hich are at present enclosed inside the barlicd w'irc entangle- 
ment and if the houses were salvaged and bodies removed, these gardens could 
be Oldened up and given over to cultivation. Another advantage to be derived 
from the salving of the latter areas would be a considerable reduetion in the 
length of the perimeter of the ‘ sealed ’ area with a corresponding reduciion in 
the number of guards required to patrol the boundary. 

19. Depending on the size of the labour force available, it may be. possible, 
simultaneously with the above operations, to begin to elear the wider I’oads^ and 
streets. These are all at present blocked with fallen material and in my tqiinion 
it will be impossible to salvage the property in the adjacent mined houses until 
this clearance is effected. Owing to the crow'ded nature of the city, it is yirob- 
able that raqst of this material will have to he removed outside its boundaries 
and this work will inevitably take a considerable period before it can he com- 
pleted. Bodies w^ill almost certainly be discovered during the cleai'ance of these 
wider thoroughfai’es, hut in my estimation these will not bo large in number and 
their removal and disposal should give rise to comparatively little nuisance. 
Once this clearance has been effected, the salvage of one or two houses might 
be tried out, as an experimental measure only, in order to detennine the pos- 
sibility of general salvage work. 


20. On the other hand, the narrower roads ami lanes in the densely popu- 
lated parts of the bazaar present a much more difficult problem. They are 
covered to considerable depths with large quantities of bxueks, rubble, etc., and 
numbers of bodies are probably buried under this debris, as it is likely that 
many persons who had effected a successful escape from their dwellings were 
killed outside by the collapsing walls. In these dense areas, where the lanes 
were only 6 to 8 feet wide or evei?*Iess and whei'e the majority of the dead no 
doubt lie, it does not seem to me to be possible to do any salvage for some months 
because of the time which preliminaiy clearance of the wider roads and streets 
will necessarily take and because of the danger to health from the simultaneous 
exposure of large numbers of bodies. For these reasons, it is doubtful if any 
salvage can he undertaken in those areas before the advent of the winter season. 
Tliis implies the postponement of salvage until March, 1936, when the Quetta 
winter is over. Even then, I am unwilling at the moment to say mox'e than that 
experimental excavations should be conducted in the first instance in order to 
determine -whether the work could proceed without danger to the health of the 
community living in the vicinity. 

21. In concluding this report, I hope it will not be considered an imper- 
tinence on my part to give expression to my deep admiration for the splendid 
wqxk^ done by every one during the days immediately following the disaster. 
Within a short space of time, order was evolved from chaos axxd organised 
relief was available to all survivers. Nor can I refrain from making special 
mention of the splendid work done by parties of Rover Scouts, under the 
direction of Mr. Hogg of Lahore. These lads have without exception given 
devoted service under exceptionally difficult and trying circumstances 
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310, 69 . Geological Account of the Earthq^uake and its Origin by Mr. W. D. West, 

Geological Survey of India., 

{Published with the savtction of the Director, Geological Survey of 'Xndia.) 

The eaJ’thquake which devasted Quetta and the surrounding country on 
May 31st must rank, from the point of view of the mortality sustained, as the 
most disastrous earthquake that has visited India within historic times, the 
nearest approach to it being the Kangra earthquake of 1905, when 20,000 people 
perished. But from the point of view of the size of the area over which the 
shock was actually fell, it must take a less prominent place. Though the area 
affected has not yet been accurately estimated, it is likely to have been less 
than 300,000 square miles. This figure may be compared with the 1,900,000 
square miles for the North Bihar earthquake last year, with the 1,625,000 square 
miles for the Kangra earthquake of 1905, and with the 1,750,000 square miles for 
the Assam earthquake of 1897. 

Previous Earthquakes in Baluchistan. 

BaluoMstan has always been subject to earthquakes, some of which have 
been of considerable severity. Previous to the present one, the most severe 
have been the earthquake of 1892, located near Chaman ; that of 1909, which 
destroyed many villages in the plains south of Sibi ; and the two earthquakes 
of 1931, the first of which, on August 25th, was located at Sharigh, some 40 
miles east of Quetta, and the second and much severer, on August 27th, down 
the Bolan Pass, south-east of Quetta. 

Time and Position of the Earthquake. 

The Quetta earthquake occurred at approximately 3-02 a.m:. on May 31st. 
The epicentral area, where the greatest destruction was wrought, is approxi- 
mately 70 miles long and 15 miles wide, and lies along a narrow belt stretching 
from Quetta, through Mastung, to half way between Mastung and Kalat. 
Kalat itself was less severely affected than places further north. 

Perhaps the most striking feature of the earthquake was the very short 
time that it lasted, probably less' than half a minute. During this time the 
ground was viciously shaken in a horizontal plane at a high speed. The motion 
was described by many as being like a terrier shaking a rat. The intensity 
■of the shock was such that it is reported to have thrown the seismograph at 
Calcutta out of adjustment, though situated at a distance of some 1,400 miles 
■from Quetta. 


A Shallow Focus. 

In spite of the great intensity of the shock within the epicentral area, the 
rapidity with which its effect rapidly diminished away from that area was 
very striking. This seems to be a characteristic feature of earthquakes in 
Baluchistan, and suggests that the focus, or place of origin, of the earthquake 
was not very deep beneath the surface, possibly not more than a mile or two. 

No Connection with Volcanic Action. 

Another feature of the Quetta earthquake, which led many to conclude 
that it had a volcanic origin, was the large number of rock falls that occurred 
on the surrounding mountains, and especially on Chiltan, the prominent moun- 
tain some 13 miles south-west of Quetta. The clouds of dust which arose after 
these falls, and -which were most spectacular at the time of the severe after- 
shock which occurred on the afternoon of June 2nd, were mistaken by many 
for ‘ smoke ’ issuing from a volcano. It may be dd^tely stated, however, that 
there are no active volcanoes in any part of the Indian Empire, and the inhabi- 
tants of Baluchistan may rest assured that there is not 'the slightest likelihoojJ 
of -volcanic activity breaking out in this part of India. These roekfalls, which 
have scarred the face of Chiltan and the neighbouring mountains in many 
places were the result of the severe shaking which the mountains sustained 
during the earthquake and subsequent aftershocks. In other words the rock 
falls were not -the cause of the earthquake, but one of the results of it. The 
earthquake must have originated at a much greater depth. 
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An Eruption of Mud. 

Other features of interest include a line of fissnrin^j: in ihe allin ium 
extending on and of£ for over 70 miles, from the south side of Chiltaa to near 
Elaiat ; the crumpling of the railway line two miles west of Mastuug Koad 
Station ; and the eruption of a considerable quantity of mud :it a place som^e 
15 miles south of Kalat. The fissure mentioned is a ijurely snrfjiee ])hc*n,ime- 
non affecting the alluvium only and does not traverse the mulerlyiug roeks. 

The Earthquake Zone of India. 

To understand the origin of earthqiiakes in India it is necessary to say a 
word or two concerning what may be tenned the ai-ehiteeture or ge<ilogical 
structure of India. Geologically, India and the surrounding countries may he 
divided into three distinct parts. Central and southern India, south of ' the 
aUnvial plains of the Indus and the Ganges, is a very old and stable juirt of the 
earth’s crust, composed for the most paid of massive rocks whicli have under- 
gone no folding since the remotest times. This part of India is frta* from 
severe earthquakes. To the north of the Himalayas and their associated moun- 
tain ranges there occurs another stable area foiming Central Asia. In between 
these two stable blocks there occur ihe Himalayas and the alluvial plains bor- 
dering them to the south. To this area belong also the Burmese mountains and 
the mountains of Baluchistan and Persia. It is along this belt that nearly all 
Indian earthquakes are located. 

Himalayas once beneath the Sea. 

For a very long time this central area was the site of a long shallow sea, 
in which soft marine deposits were laid down. Latterly, during eomiiaratively 
recent times, the stable continental area of Central Asia moved towards India, 
with the result that the soft marine deposits in between became compressed and 
folded into the mountains that we see at the present day, and which surround 
India on its north-west, north and north-east sides. The movement may be 
likened to the jaws of vice closing and compressing some soft material .in 
between. At first the rocks fold. Then, when the compression becomes more 
acute, they yield by fracturing, and a large mass of rock perhaps several cubic 
miles in volume may become driven over another mass in front of it. This 
movement very probably takes place in jerks, and it is generally believed that 
it is some such sudden movement which is the cause of the great majority of 
earthquakes. T\rhatever the exact truth may be, the fact remains that severe 
earthquakes in India are confined in their distribution to those comparatively 
new mountains around the northern flanks of India, and to the alluvial plains 
bordering them, whereas the stable block of Peninsular India, in which no- 
folding or mountain formation has recently taken place, is practically free from 
earthquakes. 


Origin of Baluchistan Earthquakes. 

Coming now to Baluchistan itself, the facts are very interesting. The hills 
of Baluchistan have been folded by a compression coming from the north-west 
In other words the softer rocks have been folded and pushed south-eastwards 
towards the rest of India, in the way that a person might push a doth ton a 
table horizontally, causing the cloth to pucker up into long folds in front of 
his hand. If, however, we examine in more detail the general lie of the moun- 
tain ra^es between Peshawar and Karachi, we find that the alignment of the 
mountains is not a straight line, but is' abruptly disturbed bv a marked re 
entr^t angle nmning up through. Sibi to Quetta, with its apex near Quetta 
It almost appears as though some obstacle were holding up the free movement 
of the mountain folds towards the south-east. It is not possible to tell the 
shape of the northern edge of Peninsular India, where it abnts against the 
soft marme roeks because it is covered up by the thick alluvial deposits of the 
^us and the Ganges. But it is probable that this northern edge is irreffuW 
ip. shape, and it may fee that a wedge-like promontory of Peninstilar India 
extends up towards Sihi beneath the alluvial covering, and is aetino- as an 
obstacle to the free movement of the mountain folds, eansing this verv *strik-iTio- 
re-entrant angle in the aHgnment of the mountains. If this suggestion ia 
eorreet, then it is clear that the rocks at the apex of this angle must he in a 
cooadition of great strain ; and it is possibly the sudden yielding of the roeks sw 

causes the numerous earthquakes whiS visH thS 
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Future Earthquakes in Baluchistan. 

As regards Quetta and the possibility of further severe earthquakes, this 
much may bo said. If the movement which caused the recent earthquake be 
regarded as having afforded relief to the accumulated strains within the rocks 
of that area, then further earthquakes are unlikely to be located again along 
the Quetta-Mastung line for a long time to come. Should more earthquakes 
visit Baluchistan in the near future, the probability is that they will be located 
in some other part of the country where the strains have not been relieved by 
the present earthquake, though of course they may be felt to some extent at 
Quetta. It seems clear, however, that the correct way of anticipating further 
earthquakes and of minimising their disastrous effects, both in Baluchistan 
and elsewhere in India, is to construct buildings which will withstand these 
severe shocks. 

The 26th July 1935. 
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QITETTA BARTHQtTAKE. 

Comments by the English-printed Press in India. 


Trihinir. 

No. 70. /* if</-’:nitiryiii,sri<ni(tti‘ tlijit both official and 'uu-oSicial India have promptly H. B. The 

realised this need. The Viceroy has issued a feeling appeal in -which no attempt 
is ni.'Kio to <!oiK'i‘al or niiniiiiii.so the nature and magnitude of the disaster.’’®®“®* 

(ibh .Tmio.) 

Bomhat/ ('hroiiu-It". 

“ "iVt* arc glad tJiat the Viceroy has taken the initiative, and we congratu- 
late llis Excellency on the promptitude with which he h.as opened his Fund 
for the Keli(‘i* of Baluchistan and its people . . . . ” (Otb June.) 

National Call. 

“ The coniwmiquui issued by the Government of India on the manner in 
which the Vic«iroy’s earthquake J'olief fund will be administered should com- 
mend itself to all sections of opinion in the country ” “ The general 

principles of relief as laid down in the communique seem to be such as to 
ensure the i)roper utilisation of the fund, and one can reasonably hope that the 
case of the really needy -will not go by default.” (29th June.) 

Hindustan Times. 

“ By 5-30 A.M (on the day of the earthquake), the first platoon of Troops, Rescue and 
consisting of a party of Sappers and Mners, and Gunners arrived and started Relief Work, 
digging as a result of which more living than dead people were picked np. 

Nearly 3,000 injured were taken to the Indian Military Hospital and medical 
aid was immediately administered.” (6th June.) 

“ On the second day, the Military, who had to assume control as the Police 
Force had been wiped out completely, divided the (3ity into definite districts 

“ Systematic evacuation went on uninterrupted. As all the food stuff of 
the City had been destroyed, the Military supplied the survivors with food 
from their stores.” (6th June.) 

“ All available soldiers and reserve Air Force are used for rescue work. 

Lorries and private cars are also available. The report that the Pathans rushed 
to the City is contradicted as a cordon of Cavalry was thrown round the outskirts 
of the City on the first night.” (6th June.) 

“ The task of feeding thousands of victims and others, besides meeting the 
requirements of the Military is managed "with clock-like regularity. ’ ’ (6th June,)' 

“ We hope the bitterness of politics -will not he allowed to creep into this 
humanitarian undertaking, nor that political suspicion would be permitted to mar 
the spirit of co-operation that exists. As far as Quetta is concerned, there can 
bp no flavour of racialism and polities.” (6th June.) , 

“ All the Quetta refugees sent to the Civil Hospital are getting all possible 
help from the Hospital Staflf.” (6th June.) 

National Call, 

“ The soldiers were to he seen everywhere and they tried to pull out as 
many corpses as possible.” (Special Correspondent’s Article — 6th Jxme.) 

“ We do not doubt for a moment of the Government of India’s concern for 
the Quetta -victims.” (4th July.) 

Amrita Bazar Patrika. 

“ As regards relief, the action of the authorities has been very prompt, 
probably because of the fact that Quetta happens to be an important military 
station -with a large army in vhich the British element was not inconsiderable.” 

(5th June.) 
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Bombay Chronicle. 

Besoiw and “ Thousands of soldiers — ^British and Indian — wore inohilised witli the 

Belief Work — utmost expedition to alleviate urgent distress. The rescue of I ho wounded and 
buried and their removal to hospital was attended to at oiuto, and the efficient 
and scientific work speedily organised by the Military oauiioi 1)e loo highly 
commended. 

Platoons consisting of Sappers, Miners and gunners anivt'd in the city 
and began digging instantly. The dying and the dead under the debris were 
extricated. Thousands of civilians trapped under the ruins were rescued alive.” 
(Extract from a Statement made by Mr. Sham Lai, Municipal Commissioner, 
Multan, who visited Quetta — 20th Juno.) 

” In the circumstances of utter ruin disclosed to the eye, with all passages 
gutted and even the highway strewn with the debris of buildings, Ihe handicap 
under which rescue work had to be carried out by the military ajipeanul to be 
formidable enough. * On the top of that, breakdown of liglils on that ]jit<di dark 
night enhanced the difficulties of the rescues. All over the station the telephone 
service had also failed. It was only tongues of fire seen from afar which gave 
the military an intimation of the disaster in the City. Under half an hour of 
the disaster the troops were on the scene, busy doing rescue work which can be 
called lightning work.” (Quetta Correspondent’s Article — 12th June.) 

Daily Gasette. 

“ Thanks to the rapidity and efficiency with which Government tackled the 
problem of relief to the victims of the terrible Quetta Earthquake, — ^from within 
a few minutes of the enactment of the appalling tragedy, up to the present 
moment, when all the immediate needs of the unfortunate victims have been 
fuUy attended to, — ^the very utmost that could be done, has been doin'. An offi- 
cial inspection of the Eelief Camps .and Hospitals in Shikarpur, in Sukkur, and 
in Karachi has satisfied all concerned that the position of the victims is, for the 
moment, as comfortable as human forethought and human skill can make i1.” 
(25th June.) 

“ I am much surprised to see certain people criticising the ^Military Autho- 
rities, which is most deplorable. While at (Juetta, 1 had the occa.sion'to study 
the arrangements made and I have nothing but the highest prai.se for the autho- 
rities.” (Extract from a Statement by Mr. Fida Husain M. Quettawalla, a 
Karachi merchant — 15th June.) 

Civil and Military Gazette. 

“ Every assurance may be given that the military authorities are acquitting 
themselves gallantly in the tremendous task with wl ich they have been entrusted. 
As this is being written and as it is read, thousand/ are slaving in the ruins that 
were Quetta on the gruesome work of extricating the deadband gi^’ing them 
burial.” (5th June.) 

'“The nailitary authorities have had to “pool” their medical .supplies 
and they have been using them for the relief of the sufferers. Medical supplies 
have been arriving by aeroplanes and one has to hear the stories of the survivors 
of the earthquake to realise how the military authorities have been attending 
to those injured, extricating those buried under the debris and, what is infinitely 
more difficult, policing the entire city and supplying aU survivors with food.” 
-,(6th June.) 

“ It was the Indian element that was completely overwhelmed by the dis- 
aster. Survivors have volunteered the information to me that many of them 
in the bazars would never have come out alive if British soldiers had not 
come to their rescue.” (7th June.) 

“ Within a quarter of an hour of the subsidence of the earthquake, parties 
of British soldiers under British Officers were doing truly heroic rescue’ work in 
the ruins of the bazar and the Indian quarters of the 'city. It was not among 
the JluTopean victims of the earthquake but among Indians that the rescue 
operations were concentrated.” (7th June.) 

Statesman. 

“ The G. 0. 0. has not allowed a day to pass from the opening of the camp 
(on the Eaoe Course), without visiting it every morning and attending couft- 
oously and sympathetically to everyone who comes up to talk about his difficul- 
ties.” (21st June.) 
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Hi/ndustcm Times. 

“ High Police and Civil Ofl&cers made the most elaborate arrangements Evacuatio; 
for detrainment of 1,900 refugees arriving from Quetta by the first relief train. Trealanent 
.... Those wishing to go home were provided therefor, and others®*^*®®®' 
were afforded lodging, etc., iinder the supervision of the Government and Bed 
Cross and other rehef organisations.” (5th June.) 

“ Evacuation commenced on the first day and is proceeding with increasing 
rapidity daily.” (6th June.) 

“ A nmnber of special trains is leaving Quetta daily. Enquiries from 
passengers showed that they were extremely satisfied. Some acknowledged 
enthusiastically the arrangements made by the authorities for their comfort.” 

(8th June.) 

Tribune. 

“ The Military .... placed at the disposal of the refugees all their 

rations If the Military had not supplied the rations to the people, 

half of the survivors would have died of hunger.” (20th June.) 

“ The refugees who left Quetta from 8th June onwards vrere given cash 
varying from five rupees to twenty-five rupees each for expenses during 
journey.” (Extracts from a Statement made by Mr. Sham Lai, Municipal 
Commissioner, Multan — 20th June.) 

National Call. 

“ The work of evacuating the bazar and Indian quarters is proceeding un- 
ceasingly. Scores of military lorries are carrying people left alive with their 
goods and chattels to the big refugee camp at the race-course.” (Special Cor- 
respondent’s Article — 6th June — See also Civil and Military Gazette — 4th June.) 

Sind Observer. 

“ The camp (on the Bace Course), is well equipped and hundreds of tents 
have been pitched on it. Each family has a decent and large enough tent given 
to it. As the nights are extrei^ely chilly, plenty of neat Army blaiikets have 
been distributed for the use of the refugees. All other necessities are being 
supplied. Provisions or cooked-food are given twice daily. The sanitary arrange- 
ments are very adequate.” (Extract from Statement by Dewan Bahadur 
J; Punjabi, the Hon ’hie Elhan Bahadur Alibuksh and Seth Chainrai — 11th June.) 

Daily Gazette. 

“ Every survivor who reaches here is unstinting in praise of the nnceatang 
and unselfish work that government civil and military oflB,cials and the troops at 
Quetta are doing in this time of catastrophe.” (8th June.) 

Hindustan Times. 

“ We do not question the correctness of Government’s action in preventing Ban on Bnt: 
curious visitors or too many un-official helpers from entering Quetta, as the^*° Quetta 
unregulated influx of visitors cannot but interfere wi^ disciphne, and discipline 
is very necessary in relief work.” (7th June.) 

“ From my experience of the situation in Quetta, I am convinced that the 
Authorities acted wisely in banning entry of outsiders into Quetta, as otherwise 
rations would have been exhausted, causing a serious situation. The help 
rendered by the Military was really splended . . . . ” (Extract from State- 
ment by Mr. Sham Lai, Municipal Commissioner of Multan — ^16th June — A. 
similar Statement was published in the Tribune of the 20th June.) 

Free Press J owned. 

‘ ‘ With all the wealth of Quetta Ijing buried in the debri^ we can appre- 
ciate the need of circumspection in allowing the entry of outsiders into the 
ruined city.” (9th June.) 

Forward. 

The Government may have good reasons to take some steps to regulate 
the entry of outsiders into the devastated area. Probability of the failure of 
water and food supply as well as of infection are strong reasons why any and 
every person should not be allowed entrance into Quetta.” (10th June!) 
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Ban on Entry 
into Quetta of 
Unofficial Belief 
Parties and 
Visitors 
— eontd. 


Tributes to the 
Authorities. 


Civil and Military Gazette. 

“ Shortage of suppKes has I'enclered it imperative that visitors should be 
excluded from the earthquake area and many otters to help fi’oni organised 
relief parties have perforce been refused for the same reason ; but some pari of 
the general anxiety must be relieved by the news liiat llie help available is suffi- 
cient for the work in hand.” (5th Jime.) 

Hindustan Times. 

“ In spite of the immensity of the task, all the arrangi-ments made by the 
Authorities are excellent.” (6th June.) 

“ The letters and telegrams from’ the relatives of the dead or missing are 
promptly and carefully attended to.” (6th June.) 

“ . . . . Without the prompt and wondon'iil aid of the ilililary, rescue 
work and medical aid could net have lieen carried on so eri’ectivolv, and many 
lives would have been lost.” (Pth June.) 

“ The Authorities, overwhelmed by a sudden and unprecedented calamity, 
have coped with the situation in a manner that today commands the grateful 
appreciation of the public.” (12th June.) 

The follo’wingis the text of a Resolution passed ly the surviving members of 
the Quetta Municipality at a meeting held at Quetta on the 22nd June : — 

“ While mourning for the loss of life and property caused by the (‘urth- 
quialce, the Committee express their hearlfelt thanks’ to (leneral 
Karslake, General Officer Commanding’, Western Cf»mmund, his 
of&eers and men of all seiwiees under his commanrl for tin* prompt 
and marvellous help rendered to the victims ol’ the i‘ai’1hquake 
that devastated Quetta, their looking after the thousands of the in- 
jured persons and providing .shelter, clothes and medicines.” 

The Committee also expressed its gratitude to the North-Western Baihvay, 
the administration of the neighbouring provinces and private individuals and 
organizations in the various provinces for the service rendered. 

The Resolution further denied all the allegations made in certain quarters 
regarding the brutality of the troops. (24;th June— Also referred to in Sind 
Observer — ^25th June.) 

“ The work of the Chief Commissioner of Railways, the concessions made 
in respect of transport and telegraph, the organisation of refugees' supplies and 
other emergency measures, have been of a standard that reflects credit on Offi- 
cers and Troops called to face a baffling emergency.” (1.2th June.) 

Free Press Journal. 

“ The action and steps taken by the Cml and Military Authorities on the 
spur of the unexpected tragedy, or even a week after the loss, in giving 
all humanly possible relief to the dead, djing and living are simply 
laudable and richly deserve praise from all quarters.” (Extract from Special 
. Article by Mr. Nadir N. Gokal, A.M.I.E.— 20th June.) 

Bombay Chronicle. 

” After referring to criticism regarding the delay in issue of casualty lists 
of Indians, the paper says that * . . . , criticism in this sphere need not 
detract from the praise due for the most prompt handling of the situation 
(5th June.) 

National Call. 

“ 'So far as Quetta is concerned, there might be serious dissatisfaction in 
some quarters regarding Government ban against the entry of prominent non- 
officials, but there is a general feeling of appreciation at the manner in which the 
authorities have shouldered their responsibility at Quetta, and how civilian and 
nulitary officials and men have responded with signal devotion to the call of duty. 
If therefore, some papers have been less charitable, or have been unduly severe 
in their criticism, Government should have shown, a spirit of broadmindedness, 
smee such criticism could not have min uu ised the appreciation Government have 
generally received from the responsible press.” (llih July.) 
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Sind Observer, 

“ Our Special Correspondent praises tlie military for maintaining perfect 
order amidst terrible chaos. There is no looting on , account of the vigilance of 
the authorities.” (4th June.) 

“ Though martial law is in operation everywhere, the authorities are very 
sympathetic and lax in enforcing the same, keeping themselves to reasonable 
and safe limits.” (11th June.) 

” What these parties (of European and Indian soldiers) did and accom- 
plished was simply marvellous and it is doubtful if any other agency, official or 
private, could have done anything equal to it. 

I can only repeat what I have said in scores of letters written to my rela- 
.H;ives and friends immediatel 3 ’' I was able to communicate with them, that but 
for the timelj’' help of the militarj’', the percentage qf the survivors would have 
been very small indeed . . . . ” (Extract from a letter from Bar Bahadur 
Kama Nand, Retired Extra Assistant Commissioner — 20th June.) 

Forward. 

” We do not doubt that Government have been doing their best .... 
for the Adotims of the Quetta Earthquake.” (lOlh June.) 

Amrita Bazar Patrika. 

” Once again, let it be said that the splendid aid whicli the Quetta military 
rendered in this great disaster is fully appreciated by all Indians.” (21st June.) 

Daily Gazette. 

“ If any other organisation than the Military had taken up the work it could 
not have done so well.” He added that' the Military did its best and in spite of 
rigid discipline they were on the whole verj’" sympathetic. (Extract from State- 
ment by Professor Jhamatmal Lakhasingh, a prominent Congressman of 
Hyderabad, Sind — ^15th June.) 

Civil and Military Gazette. 

“ What the Military Authorities have been doing in Quetta since this dis- 
aster of the first magnitude ovcrwhehned the city, constitutes record work, 
which for directness of purpose, efficiency of execution and thoroughness in 

detail will be a proud chapter in the history of the Army In fact, 

I tremble to think what would have become of the civil population after the 
earthquake if the staff of the Western Command and the Baluchistan and 
District Headquarters had not promptly taken the threads of the administration 
in its hands.” (Extract from Article by the paper’s Special !^pr^sentative at* 
Quetta — 6th June.) 

“ The messages from our special correspondent and from other sources, 
and the stories told by the survivors who have arrived in Lahore and other 
places bear eloquent testimony to the magnificent way in which the Army came 
to the help of the stricken city and took complete charge of the situation with- 
out a moment’s avoidable delay when the civil administration and police force 
had Ibeen almost wiped out of existence by the toll of death. The Punjab (Jov- 
ernment, too, deserves every credit for the promptitude and liberality vsdth 
which it has met and is meeting the call for everj’" Mnd of assistance and reliqf 
that it is possible to provide.” (6th Jtme.) 

“ We have received reliable information from Quetta as some of our men 
who have gone there have returned, _ They say that the military authorities 
have been helpful and have done unique services to the sufferers by looking 
after the survivors, affording them all possible relief and comfort, and rescuing 
the buried persons who were yet alive. Men of hisrh social position and resi- 
dents of Quetta have given me a moat praiseworthy report of the kind and 
sympathetic treatment meted all round to the public bv lugh military authori- 
ties. But for the help of the noOitary those left alive would have 
perished for want of protection and provision of food. Thousands 
of blankets and tons of food materials were distributed by the mili- 
tary authorities to the survivors.^ Ambulance lorries ■ in hundreds worked 
day and night to carry the injured to the hospital and thousands of 
soldiers, Indian and European, were enthusiastically working in rescuing the 
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bulled persons wlienever tbey could trace them.” (Extract from a Statement 
by Eai Bahadur Dr. Maharaj Krishan Kapur, Secretary of the Punjab Quetta 
Relief Fund Committee — 12th June.) 

“ Every possible praise must be given to the great and noble work of rescue, 
carried out under the most diflfioult and appalling circumstances, by the Military 
of aU ranks. One shudders to think of what might have happened if the ililitary 
authorities had not risen to the occasion so promptly, and organised, as they 
alone are capable of doing, the relief and rescue work.” (Extract from a State- 
ment made by Nawabzada Ehurshid Ali Khan — 23rd June.) 

Statesman. 

“ Amid the terror fine work has been done, and those who read ci’ it may 
well be proud in their grief. The soldiers were out at once and took charge, 
acting as police an(i rescuers, bringing confi.dence to the bewildered and un- 
nerved, getting suiwivors out of the debris, taking precautions against the spread 
of panic and disease. British and Indian troops have won equal gi'utitudo and 
commendation.” (5th June.) 

“ The refugees themselves tell of the admirable work done by tin* utililaiy 
on the spot, whose nerves must have been as severely attacked by 1 he disaster 
as those of any others.” (10th June.) 

“It (the military administration) has been a remarkable achievenient and 
has earned praise from every sort of eye-witness, if a certain amount of criticism 
from distant commentators .... Head the miilitary not been on the s])ot to 
take charge (they began salvage work and the organization of relief 20 minutes 
after the disaster occurred) the situation would have been ineompaiably more 
terrible even than it was.” (20th June.) 

Bombay Chronicle. 

“ The work done by the wives and daughters of ofiS-cers from the staff 
college, the women from outside the military area and the nurses who came 
from the Punjab by aeroplanes is beyond aU praise. They did not spare 
themselves in the humanitarian task of helping the victims. These ministering 
angels cheerfully performed even the duties of the sweepers.” (Extract from 
a Statement by Mr. Sham Lai, Municipal Commissioner, Multan, who visited 
Quetta — 20th June.) 

Civil and Military Crosette. 

Behaviour of “ That aU such accusations are imaginary and without any foundation is 

the Troops. amply proved by the statements of numerous refugees, whom I have met both 
nt Lahore and Amritsar, including some of the friends who have arrived from 
Quetta. They pay the highest tributes to the efficient manner in which the 
Military an<i the Red Cross organised their work of rendering every possible 
help to the injured and the dead in this gigantic task, not infrequently at great 
personal risk.” (Extract from a letter from Mr. Gr. R. Sethi, Municipal (Com- 
missioner, Amritsar, referring to accusations made against the troops— 21st 
June.) 

Hindustan 'Times. 

Pood and Water “ No serious damage has been done to the pipe line. All the minor 
Supply, Ugliting, bursts were promptly repaired by the Royal Engineers.” (6th June.) 

Civil and Military Gazette. 

“ Nothing was overlooked, not even the problem of the lighting of the 
<nty. Hospitals had electric light on Friday night (31st May) a-nrl the 
earthquake has made no difference to the city so far as supplies of current 
and water are concerned.” (Extract from Article by the paper's Special 
Representative at Quetta — fith June.) 

“ Quetta has not had the horror of starvation added to the horror of the 
earthquake, because the military authorities foresaw the danger of indiscri- 
minate mgress into Quetta of people from Sind, the Punjab and other parts of 
India to look for missing friends and relations. They also connnandeered all 
food supplies, including those in officers’ messes, and initiated the system of 
rations hnmediately after the earthquake. The peril of starvation has, thus, 
■biE«n warded off. 
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With the question of food supplies, the inilitary authorities also took 
imiuediate account of the problem of water supply — a serious one in Quetta — 
and the problem of electric current for lighting. Both these problems could 
not wait until the authorities had prepared a death-roll or completed rescue 
or salvage operations.” (7th Jime.) 

Statesman. 

“ Prompt attention to rationing has made the food supply safe for the 
present at the cost of the soldier, s, British and Indian. Water is adequate, 
though the continuing shocks may interfere with the supply.” (5th Jime.) 

Hindustan Times. 

“ The Railway Staff has suffered heavy casualties, but except for a few Transport, Traffic 
inevitable delays, specials run in time. The number is being increased daily. ”*“'1 Tdegraplia. 
(6th June.) 

Civil and MiUtary Gazette. 

“ The military authorities commandeered all motor vehicles, and these, 
with others from the Army Motor Transport Department, including many new 
ones kept in reserve, were immediately employed for removing the survivors 
to rest camps. This involved an organised procession of motor vehicles for 
carrying the survivors and their salvaged belongings to rest camps. British 
troops regulated the traflSc.” (7th June.) 

“ The promptitude with which telegraphic communication was restored 
was one of the most notable achievements at Quetta and every credit must 
be given to the sorely tried staff of the Posts and Telegraphs Department, 
who had suffered so heavily themselves from the effects of the disaster, for 
the manner in which this was effected, but they themselves would be the first 
to admit that they could not possibly have coped with the appalling situation 
that presented itself but for the generous and whole-hearted assistance they 
received from the Army.” (2nd July.) 

Hindustan Times. 

“ . . . . Supervision over property under the debris was very strict. Protection of 
and only one case came to my knowledge, in which a Sepoy was suspected 
having tampered with a trunk and was immediately punished.” (Statement® 
by Mr. Sham Lai, Advocate and Municipal Commissioner of Multan — ^16th 

June.) 

“ Salvage of property is proceeding by means of organised excavation. 

The debris is being removed systematically. The task is immense and it will 
take months to complete,” (6th June.) 

Bombay Chronicle, 

“We can appreciate their suspension (salvage operations), owing to the 
appalling stench and grave risk of infection.” (8th June.) 

Statesman. 

“ In Quetta itself, there is at the moment nothing for private relief 
workers to do. The town is deserted and the authorities are necessarily 
waiting until the stench has si^dently abated for salvage work to be resumed 
and until they have the views of the Public Health Commissioner, who is 
studying the situation at first hand.” (15th June.) 

'Free Press J ournal. 

Information Bureau (at Simla) functioning all night to answer telephone Press PaciKties. 
enquiries from Press Representatives and other persons. (20th Jime.) 

Bombay Chronicle, 

“ It must be admitted that every possible facility has been given to the 
press here regarding the disaster.” (Simla Special Correspondent’s Article — 

5th June.) 
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Hindustan Times. 

“ Twice daily a Conference of Military and Civil Officers is held at the 
Quetta Club when reports of the day's working are read out and orders for 
the next day are issued. All interested in relief work are allowed to attend, 
including Eepresentatives of the Press.” (8th June.) 

Amrita Bazar Patrika. 

Martial Iiaw. « The proclamation of Martial Law has been a right move, for hooligans 

are always active on calamitous occasions like these.” (5th June.) 

Btatesma/n. 

Attempts to nmke “ The Government of India have now issued a very satisfactory 
Pc^tical Capital communique in correction of various myths, false hopes or alarms and ex- 
dtuatbrn. cellent, but misleading intentions. The report that the Quetta bazar was to 

be blown up so soon as rumour suggested was one of those canards that nol 
even a moment of stress can excuse, though it was so monstrous and absurd 
that it should have found no credence anywhere. Almost more evil are the 
efforts being made here and there — ^in places safely distant from Quetta and 
in unavoidable ignorance of all that is being done there — ^to exploit the event 
and its irremediable miseries for political capital’s sake. It is lamentable 
that measures for relief should be embarrassed willy-nilly by surplus visitors 
to the place, and more discreditably by mischievous propaganda or uninformed 
ciiticism. * ’ ( 10th June. ) 



55 


QUETTA EARTHQUAKE. 
Oommeuts by the Vernacular Press. 


Urdu Papers. 

Al-Burhan, Akola. 

No. 71. ‘ ‘ The public have of late been overtaxed by subscriptions, nevertheless the H. B. the 

Viceroy’s Quetta Relief Fund deserves generous support and we appeal to » 

richer people of our country to respond to it liberally.” (7th June.) 

Siyasaf, Lahore. 

‘ ‘ The experience of Bihar leads us to declare that the Viceroy ’s Fund is the 
safest organisation to which subscriptions for the relief of Quetta sufferers 
should be sent.” (11th June.) 

Vir Bharat, Lahore. 

“ Contributions to the Viceroy’s Fund from the British Government, the 
Dominions and from Their Majesties the King and the Queen and the Royal 
Princes demonstrate boundless feelings of sympathy.” (11th June.) 

Haqiqat, Lucknow. 

“ The rescue and relief work organised by the military was all that could 
be desired.” (11th June.) “ 

Romna Hind, Calcidta. 

“ Whatever could possibly be done by human hands is being done to the 
sufferers in Quetta.” (12th June.) 

Khilafat, Bombay. 

“ The arrangements of rescue and relief work made by the military are 
excellent.” (13lJi June.) . , 

“ The rescue and relief work organised by the military was the best that 
could be imagined under the circumstances.” (14th June.) 


Zamindar, Lahore. 


“ Arrausements for the treatment and relief of refugees are extremely Bvacnatioa wd. 
praiseworthy:” (11th June.) 


Millat, Delhi. 


‘ ‘ Arrangements made for the treatment and accommodation of refugees 
are the best imaginable.” (12th June.) 


Rozana Himd, Calcutta. 

“ The prompt measures taken to evacuate the city and send the injured to 
Che local and outside hospitals were well organised and praiseworthy.” (12th 
June.) 


Haqiqat, Lucknow. 

“ The hospital arrangements for the injured in Quetta are the greatest 
achievement of military organisation.” (13th June.) 

Wahdat, Delhi. 

“ The prompt and excellent work done by the Indian and British soldiers 
in treating the refugees and feeding them and taking the survivors to relief 
camps was highly praiseworthy.” (24th June.) 


Wahdat, Delhi. 


“ Quetta being a frontier town, some precautions were necessary and weBaai ou eatey 


realise that the ban has been justified on administrative grounds.” 
Rozana Hind, Calcutta. 


(8th June.) ^ 

' ’ VnofScial 

Bdief Parties 
and Visitois. 


“ We appreciate the weight of the reasons for the ban on entry of un- 
ofScial relief parties and visitors.” (10th June.) 
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Property and 
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UaHitsl Law. 


“ There is no doubt that the precautions taken were necessaxy for the pio- 
tection of survivors and the buried property.” (13th June.) 

Rosana Hind, Calcutta. 

“ It may he said to the great credit of the militaiy authorities that <^yGiy- 
thiiig is being done with wonderful organisation and clock-like regularity, 
(llfh June.) 

Munadi, Delhi. 

“ So far as we ax'e informed the militaiy, which was lortuiialely suved^ in 
the disaster, did admirable rescue work and if their help were not lorlhcommg 
the sufferings would have been much greatei'.” (14th June.) 

Madina, Bijnor. 

“ The reports published about the excellent ari’angeineiits in Quetta were 
very ably written and there is no reason to doubt their veracity. We ofter our 
cordial and sincere thanks for the sympathy sho\\Ti in these arrangement.s.” 
(20th June.) 

Rozana Hind, Calcutta. 

“ The suffering in Quetta would have been very much greater if tlie mili- 
tary had not made prompt and adequate arrangement.s for feeiiing and other 
necessities of the survivors.” (12th June.) 

Khilafat, Bombay. 

“ Arrangements for food, water supply and other uece.'=*.sitie.s an* avoII 
organised. and excellent under the military control.” (14lh June.) 

Roznma Hind, Calcutta. 

“ The Railway authorities, despite terrible losses in their own .staff, iiave 
ipade excellent arrangements for transport of the I'efugees and carrying them 
Without any charge to the places of their liking.” (12th June.) 

Khilafat, Bombay. 

“ The postal arrangements, despite the tenable loss of property and life hi 
their own department, were very well organised and the survi-viug staff admir- 
ably tackled with the greatly increased amount of work. Letters from Quettii 
were despatched without any postal charges.” (14th June.) 

Wahdat, Delhi. 

“ The arrangements for the protection of property and preveiition of epi- 
demics were such that, considering the requirements of the situation, nothing 
better was possible. ’ ’ (8th June. ) 

Milap, Lahore. 

“The announcement (regarding protection of property) by the Govern- 
ment will relieve anxities and we must praise the authorities for this timely 
assurance. ’ ’ ( lOth June. ) 

Khilafat, Bombay. 

“ The arrangements for the protection and salvage of pi’operty and preven- 
tion of epidemics were promptly and adequately organised by the military and 
this considerably minimised the suffering which would have been much more 
otherwise.” (14th June.) 

Bande Mataram, Lahore. 

“ The aimoimcement of the Government regarding protection of property is 
very timely and reassuring. ” (17th June.) 

Rosana Hind, Calcutta. 

“ The promulgation of Martial Law may appear to outsiders as indicating 
hardship, but the fact is that it was a real boon to the survivors and if the 
military had not taken control of the situation so promptly, most of the survivors 
woiiid have died and there would have been considerable looting in the ruined 
city.” (12th June.) 
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Ifaqiqat, Liicknoiv. 

ilie prompt promiilgation of Martial Law savod manv livGs and nrevonted^®®^®^ — 
looting.” (13th June.) ^ eoatd. 

Wat an, Delhi 

” '^I ho Martial Law in Quetta has been a blessing after the disaster, since 
the military saved many lives and did all that was humanly possible to render 
prompt relief to the .sufferers.” (13th June.) 

Hindi Papers. 

Aj, Benares. 

“ We understand that the military have coped with the relief work admir- Rescue and 
ably but inspite of this there is need for still more help and it is the duty of Relief Work, 
whole India to come forward.” (7th June.) 

Bharat, AlUihahad. 

“ The Go^'ernment have begun relief work very promptly and the non-official Tributes to the 
organisations should also make no delay in doing that.” (5th June.) Authorities. 

‘ ‘ So far wo see no reason which may prove any defect in the work of relief 
for the sufferers. ^ Contrary to this on the basis of messages received so far we 
shall have to admit that the authorities have coped with the situation promptly 
and well. ” ( lOtli J une. ) 

Navyung, Delhi. 

” The. promptness which the Government of India have displayed for the 
relief of Quetta eartliquake stricken people is commendable and the help they are 
rendering is also creditable. — ” (10th June.). 

Vistwannira (weekly), Calmtta. 

” Quett.a being a military station the excavation of the wounded buried 
under the debris could be started soon. Only that person can imagine the diffi- 
cultie.s of digging up the wounded and the dead who has seen such work being 
done when a city is reduced to a burial ground. That is the reason why, inspite 
of such ])romptness, the dead bodies could not be dug out and the stench in the 
city caused fear of epidemic diseases. The authorities have shown great prompt- 
ness ” (11th June.) 

Milap, Lahore. 

‘‘ The public doubts that the military is progressing too rapidly with the Behaviour of 
relief work but we believe that this doubt is baseless and the military is doing its**^® Troops, 
duty with perfect care and labour.” (8th June.) 

Vishwamitra (Daily), Calcutta. 

” The authorities have sent the survivors to Karachi, Lahore, etc., in specialPood and 
trains so that food and water might not fall short. Such measures can be justi-yC®'*®^ Supply, 
fied.” (8th June.) Lighting, etc. 

Aj, Benares. 

” An ordinance will be promulgated which will give power.s to the officers of Protection of 
Baluchistan to prevent looting, profiteering and the works injurious to health. Property and 
Special powders are required to cope with the emergency ” (22nd June.) Salvage. 
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QUETTA EARTHQUAKE. 

Comments by the British Press. 

0 . 72 . The Times — 1st June, 1935. — * * “ The sympathy of this coxoitry will 
go out in full mcasurt!, and not for the first 'time, to stricken Itnlia, On this 
occasion sympathy is deepened by the fact that British and Indians have been 
overwhelmed in a common diSiasteir. The King has spoken for the whole 
country in his prompt and moving message. And already sympathy has taken 
the ijractical form of relief.” 

The Daily Telegraph — 1st Jv/ne, 1935. — * * “ "We may be assured that 
the Indian Government is straining its every resource to carry help to the 
stricken area. ^ * Should help be required from this country India knoAvs 

that it will be forthcoming, as after every like experience in the past.” 

The Edinburgh Evening News — 3rd June, 1935. — * * “ So we read of 
our troops once more filling the breach, and adding to their magnificent record 
of achievement in India, where in recent times British stock has undergone so 
much undeserved depreciation.” 

The Scotsman — 1st June, 1935. — * * “It is gratifying to learn that 

the Punjab Government has lost no time in arranging for doctors and nurses 
to be scut to the scene of the earthquake by the quickest available routes. A 
rescue train left Karachi for Quetta City last night. All will join with the King 
in his sincere and heartfelt sympathy for the bereaved, and for those whose 
homos and property haAm been destroyed.” 

The Scotsman- — 7th June, 1935. — * * “ The authorities are to be 
congratulated on the efficiency with which they have gone about the task of 
transportation. The whole of North India has been organised to deal with it. 
The Indian surxdvors are being transported free of charge to all parts of 
India. British families are to be evacuated to Britain, and other parts of 
India. Quetta Chty is now an immense ^aveyaid, and the authorities are 
taking no chances of an outbreak of epidemics. Already marauding bands 
have hastened like vultures to the scene of the disaster, hoping to find loot 
amid the ruins and the buried bazaars, and the deserted city is encircled by 
troops. Apart from all other considerations, these marauders might unAvittingly 
carry the germs of plague to other parts. The consequences would be unthink- 
able. ’ ’ 

The Guardia/n — 7th June, 1935 . — * * “ English troops have- done fine 
work in the catastrophe Avhich has moved all British people to a profound com- 
passion as well as to admiration of the many proofs of heroic fortitude.” 

The Catholic Herald — 8th June, 1935. — * “ The Government of 

India at once took control of supplies, sealed Quetta as a precaution against the 
outbreak of an epidemic, and hurried food and medical stores thither.” 

TJhe Hodifoan Daily Courier omd Ouardian-^lst June, 1935 . — * * “In 

India the great work of rescue, relief and reorganisation is being pushed forward 
Avith the utmost despatch.” 

The Belfast News-Letter — 1st Jmte, 1933. — * * “ The Government of 
India has taken prompt measures for the relief of survivors in the stricken area, 
and it is sincerely to bo hoped that later news will reveal a death-roll, serious 
though it undoubtedly is, far less heavy than current reports suggest.” 

The Morning Post — 1st June, 1935. — * * “ ....the garrison, which 
includes the 1st Battalion of the Queen’s and the 1st Battalion of the "West 
Yorkshires, are noAV devotedly engaged in the harrowing task of rescuing the 
'wounded from among the debris and the dead. Sir Norman Cater, who has 
himself had a narrow escape, is doing what can be done with his local resources. 
Communications are cut, but are being restored with all dispatch in order that 
succour may come in from Karachi.” 

The Manchesier Guardian — 1st Jime, 1935. — * * “ It is good news 
that there is no immediate shortage of food in the affected area v>f Baluchistan, 
The need there is for medical assistance, which the Government is rushing to 
the spot as rapidly as possible.” 



Extract from despatclies by the Special Correspoudent of 

Quetta.. 


‘ * The Times ’ ’ 


at 


3rd June, 1933 . — “ The disaster has brought out all the traclitioiiiil 
and fortitude of the British Army. UndeT their aegis tlie \vhv>le area has hei-a 
evacuated Vidthin 72 hours.' Thousands of Indians have hi*eii entrained and 
sent to various parts of India. All roads leacliug fr<tni Qn<|i!a an- frt>\v(KMl 
with refugees ; but the trains have taken most, au<l the railway aatl*.»>ril ios 
share with the military in the credit for the work already done.” 


4th June, 1935 . — “ War conditions prevail in Quetta and its vicinity ; lint 
the army in control is an army moving under humanitarian orders. Ilritish 
and Indian troops have risen to the emergency created by the <iisasU*r, and 
everything being done here is done by soldiers. They control traflit.s issue 
rations to the civilian population, convoy refugees from the tempoi’ary ro.st 
camp to the refugee trains, and the general services which are noimally sup- 
plied by private interests have been taken over by soldiers, who arc evei’y- 
yrhere' in evidence.” 


* 




* 


* 


# 


« 


«■ 


“ Indian sur\dvors of the catastrophe are grateful to the authorities for all 
that has been done for them since that fateful night when theii" city was obli- 
terated. The work already done by the army authorities is bouiul to rank 
among the most amazing feats of organisation in the history of India.” 

• ••••• • 

“ Today the authorities are spreading their net wider t»» succour tins 
stricken inhabitants of the region- Medical relief is being disseminated under 
military direction to the outlying villages. This follows up a recoiniaissanee 
made on the first day, when food and water were taken to needy areas. Now 
medical help is being added to the service.” 


Extract from despatch by the Simla Correspondent of the “Times” (who 
visited Quetta) — “ The Times ”, 24th June, 1935. 

“ Four davs were devoted to digging among the ruins, dir ring which time 
hunc^eds of Indians were rescued alive and thousands were buried'^ oi* cj'omated. 
In addition, the military authorities undertook to feed, clothe, and jjxvo medioul 
assi^ance to the stricken populace ; while relief trains from various imrts of 
northern India hurried to the scene of the catastrophe. In less than a wi‘ek 
more than .20,000 Indians were evacuated to various parts of India, a temporari- 
peimanent residents was established, emergency hospitals were 

wL “ populati,,., ot 
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H. E. THE VIOEROY^S QUETTA RELIEF FUND. 

List of contributioBs from Empire and Foreign Countries. 

Government of the United Kingdom . . . . £50,000 

Government of the Commonwleath of Australia . . £10,000 (Australian currency). 

Governments of — 

New Zealand . . 

Germany 
Bulgaria 
Roumania 
Switzerland 

Government of Mauritius . . . . . . . . . . Rs. 10,000 

Government of Italy . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 1,000 


Through the Inter- 


V national Relief or 

I TT r-i-4 


Union — Geneva. 


£1,318 13 7 


Bs. 17,401 1 & 


trough the League of Red Cross Societies, Paris — 




a. Lithuanian Red Cross 

.. Frs. 1270-30 




6. Netherlands Red Cross 

. . „ 1000-00 




c. Turkish Red Crescent 

.. „ 3712-75 




A. Mile. Bourtaye 

.. „ 500 





„ 6988-06 

Rs. 

1,050 8 

3 

Japanese Red Cross Society 

. . 

Rs. 

2,332 8 

0 

British Red Crescent Society 


Rs. 

1,600 0 

0 

Spanish Red Cross Society 

Frs. 20,676-00 

Rs. 

3,620 13 

0 

Canadian Red Cross Society 

.. $1,000-00 

. Rs. 

2,640 0 

0 

South African Red Cross Society (contributions from local sym- 




pathisers) 

. . £41/10 

Rs. 

546 10 

11 

French Red Cross Society 

. . £133 12 0 

Rs. 

1,759 16 

0 

German Red Cross Society 

.. (Marks 1,500) 

Rs. 

1,613 0 

0 

American Red Cross Society 

.. $5,000-00 

Rs. 

13,370 7 

0 

Egyptian Red Crescent Society 

.. £60 .. 

Rs. 

655 15 

8 

Red Cross Society — ^Moscow 

.. $6,000-00 

Rs. 13,260 0 

0 

Yugoslavian Red Cross Society 

. . £27 18 2 

Rs. 

366 14 

2 


Total ^ount of the Fund up to 27th August 1935 : 


Rs. 36,76,057 12 3 


USDIP— 1,016 -31-8-36— GIPS 





